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MASSACHUSETTS STATE CONVENTION 


OF 


SABBATH-SCHOOL TEACHERS, 


HELD AT NORTHAMPTON, 


June 22nd and 234d, 
1859. 


[Specially Reported for the Sunday-School Times.} 


First Session. 
Wednesday Morning. 


7 Fifth Annual State Convention of the Sabbath- 
school Teachers of Massachusetts, composed of dele- 
gates from the various Evangeljcal churches, commenced 
ita session in the First Con tional church (Rev. Z. 
Eddy, pastor,) at Northampton, on Wednesday, June 22, 
1859, at 9 o’clock. 


The Convention was called to order by B. W. Williams, 
Esq., of Boston, Chairman of the State Central Commit- 


* tee, who said: 


The hour has arrived and passed for which this meeting 
was called. It devolves upon the Chairman of the State 
Central Committee to call the meeting to order. It is 

ly necessary for me to state the object of this meet- 
ing. All who have come here are supposed to be inter- 
ested specially in the Sabbath-school cause—as members 
of the Sabbath-school, as teachers, as scholars, as pastors 
of churches. 

We meet here to consult together upon the great ob- 
jects of the Sabbath-school—upon its aims and ends. We 
meet nut only to devise, perhaps, new plans and ways for 
conducting our schools, and managing our concerts, but 
we meet to warm up each other’s hearts ; we meet to ob- 
tain, if we can, new energies and new activities in the 
work; and it is hoped, if God will give us his blessing, 
(as We tri™t he may,) that this meeting will be a profita- 
ble one to us all; that we shall go away from it as 
we went away from the last, with greater energy and 
more earnest desires to be useful in this cause in which 
we have engaged, and which we all love, 

I will only make one more remark, which is, that as a 
member of this Convention, I hope we shall feel the im- 
portance of interspersing our proceedings with devotional 
exercises—with prayer and singing; and that when the 
presiding officer shall announce these exercises, we shal! 
all of us enter into them with spirit and zeal, feeling that 
this is certainly a very important feature of the Con- 
vention. 

We will now open our meeting by singing the 419th 
Select Hymn: 

“T love thy kingdom, Lord, 
The house of thine abode.” 


{The hymn was sung by the congregation, the book 
used being Dr. Worcester’s edition of Watt’s Psalms, 
Hymns, and Spiritual Songs. 

The Rev. H. F. Morsg, of Northampton, then made the 
opening prayer. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then called upon the Rev. Z. Eddy (pastor 
of the church in which the Convention was held,) to make 
the customary address of welcome. 

The Rev. Mr. Eppy then spoke as follows: The duty which 
has been assigned to me, Christian brethren and friends, 
is a very delightful one—to bid you a hearty welcome to 
Northampton, to our churches, our homes, and hearts. 
We have longed to see this day; we have looked forward 
to it with very pleasant anticipations. We could have 
desired brighter skies; but nevertheless, we rejoice that 
we meet under ci 80 pici r hearts 
would prompt us todo much for your entertainment— 
much more than our scanty accommodations will allow ; 
but though we cannot rival the hospitalities of large 
cities, we hope not to be found wanting in heartiness and 
fervor of Christian affection; and though here you will 
not be surrounded by stately warehouses and palaces of 
merchant-princes, you will, we think, gaze with some de- 
gree of interest upon these glorious elms, these mountains, 
and this lovely valley. And you will, I doubt not, as you 
walk our streets, remember with a quicker throb of heart, 
that Stoddard and Edwards walked these same streets be- 
fore you—that David Brainerd came a blessed martyr 
through these streets to die in a Christian home, and 
among Christian friends, and that his holy remains were 
borne through them to our cemetery. You will feel, if 
we forget, that the ground on which you tread is holy. 
But I know right well that you do not come here to gaze 
at our elms, nor even to meditate and wee among our 
tombs. You come not to offer up your devotions in the 
presence of sacred relics; you come as earnest workers on 
a great mission for Christ, and for his church. You come 
with one question upon your hearts and tongues—how 
can our work be done to the best advantage? You come 
not to discuss questions in theology, or questions of 
church order, or of sectarian extension and aggression. 
You come rather to consider this greatest of questions, 
how this land and the world can be most effectually and 
most ily given to the Lord JesusChrist. Thank God 
that the church at length is finding out her mission! 
thank God that she is beginning to discover that her 
great work lies in training the young for the service of 
Christ—in training the soldiers for that army that shall 
} possession of the world in the name of the Lord 

esus. 

One feature of these conventions, which is exceedingly 
gratifying to myself, is the manifestation and proof which 
we here give of Christian unity, and the pledges we here 
exchange of fraternity and fellowship. Let the Romanist 
and the infidel look in upon this Convention, and seeing 
how Christians of all E lical di inations are 
here in council, devising ways and means for the pros- 
perity of the whole chureh, and the salvation of the 
Whole world, let them cease to revile us for schism. 
This is the unity for which Christ prayed—* That they 
May all be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us.” The Romish unity lies 
ina human headship; the unity in which we are bound 
together is a living, Goaertal headship in heaven. There 
18 one great divine head of the church, and all we are 
members of the body ef Jesus Christ, and of one another. 
The Romish unity is a unity of musty creeds, and decrees, 
and canons of councils; our unity is a unity in the doc- 
trines of that living Book inspired by the Holy Ghost. 
The Romish unity is a unity of iron conformity or unifor- 
mity ; our unity is the communion of the Holy Ghost, and 
fellowship in works and labors of love for the salvation of 
souls. Why, brethren, here we know no church but one, 
and that is the chur h which Christ hath purchased with 
his own precious blood, 

Br welcome you, therefore, on all these accounts—for 
the refreshing of our own souls, and for the glory of 
hay bmw we wotaiions will redound from your labors 
ingen delibaretion” the blessing of God rest upon you 

, At the conclusion of the Rev. Mr. Eddy’s address, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Williams, the following ioe chosen 











to present a list of officers for the permanent ization 
of the Convention: Messrs. J. R. West bury; 
A. J. Lincoln, Northampton; W. T. Richardson, Cam- 
bridge; Hon. ©. A. Church, Westport; and Andrew 
Cushing, Boston. The committee retired, and in a short 
time returned, reporting the following list for the appro- 
val of the Convention: 
Hon. George N. Brig. E 

Vice-Presidents—Edward B. Gillette, Westfield; David 
Wood, Newburyport ; &. W. Stickney, Lowell; Levi J. 
Bradish, Boston; Rev. H. F. Morse, Northampton; 8. A. 
Chase, Fall River; Rev. H. Porter Dyer, Hingham ; James 
Hibben, E. T. Spaulding, EK. J. Cornwell, Thomas L. Ray- 
nor, Northampton. 
. Russell Bradford, West Roxbury ; J. H. 
Locke, Boston; George 8. Taylor, Chicopee Falls; 8. E. 
Bridgman, Northampton. 

The inati were 





ly agreed to by the 
Convention. 

Messrs. W. C. Chapin, of Lawrence, and A. J. Lincoln, 
of Northampton, were chosen to conduct the President to 
the Chair. 

Gov. Brie@s, on taking the Chair, said:—The members 
of this Convention will be pleased to accept my acknow- 
ledgments and thanks for this honor. I can assure them 
that I esteem it no slight compliment, no small dis- 
tinction, to be indicated as the presiding officer of such a 
convention. The numbers before me constitute the most 
satisfactory evidence of the deep interest which the peo- 
ple of this commonw take in the great subject of 
Sabbath-school educati@h—the moral instruction of chil- 
dren. While the district-schools and the other seminaries 
of the State take care of their literary education, it is the 

ness of those who are before me, and of those whom 
they represent, to look after the moral training ef the 
a of this commonwealth. An English poet has 
said,— 
“Tis education forms the common mind; 
Just as the twig is bent, the tree's inclined.” 


This is a fact beautifully stated, and which is philoso- 
phically true. The Bible—Revelation—carries this idea 
much farther, and presents the reality when it says, 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he 
is old he will not depart from it.” Here is a truth an- 
nonnced by the authority of Heaven, and as all great 
practical truths are announced, is accompanied by a com- 
mand, “Train up a child in the way he should go,” is 
the command, and it is accompanied with a benificent 
announcement of the fruits of obedience to that com- 
mand, “and when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

I have sometimes heard it said that this does not seem 
to be literally true, for we see men who have been trained 
up in the ways of piety and truth become wayward and 
vicious..This is a fact; and there is no truth without its 
exceptions. Remember, it is not the declaration that 
such a child will never sin—will never become wayward ; 
but this is the great fact :—“ Train him up in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
And how beautifully have weseen this truth illustrated in 
numerous instances. The boy that was trained by pious 
parents may have erred, and strayed, and fallen into the 
way of temptation; he may, when grown up a man, have 
all his better feelings silenced by ambition or avarice, or 
covered over with lust; but by-and-by, when gray hairs 
have begun to appear on his head, and he is led to reflec- 
tion, we see him beautifully turn to the ways of his 
youth, and remember the instructions of his childhood. 
This is the encouragement of those to whom is entrusted 
the moral education of youth. 

To the mother belongs the first and the dearest duty of 
educating the mind of her little child; but the Sabbath- 
school teacher steps in to the aid of the mother. And 
how often, my friends, how often do we see the evidence 
of the truth of this passage of Scripture, and the beauti- 
ful, encouraging fruits of this early education of the 
mother, and of the Sabbath-school teacher! 

You have all seen that beautiful letter of the late dis- 
tinguished and eccentric John Randolph, which goes 
strongly to illustrate the idea which I now wish to en- 
force. Not long before his death, that great man wrote a 
letter to a friend, in which, among other things, he said: 
“ At one period of my life, I was upon the point of becom- 
ing a French atheist. I had let go my hold, in a great 
degree, of the doctrines of Christianity, and of the truth 
of the Bible. and was about taking the plunge into 
dreadful abyss of atheism. I was only held back from it 
by the recollection that when I was a little child, my 
mother, who is now a saint in Heaven, used to make me 
kneel by her side, and then, taking my little hands be- 
tween hers, she taught me to say ‘Our Father, who art 
in Heaven.’” 

If we could hear from wayward sons the Christian 
world over, we should have thousands of instances of this 
sort. What encou ment, then, to the mother to be 
faithful to her little child! What encouragement to the 
Sabbath-school teacher to be faithful to his scholars! Im- 

ress upon the children the sacred precepts of this blessed 

k. In youth it is that the mind is impressible; then 
it is,as Hannah More beautifully expresses it, that the 
seal sinks deep in the yielding wax. The impression is 
made; and though, as I have said, it may be covered by 
subsequent irregularity and vice, yet by-and-by the rub- 
bish will be removed, and the inscription will stand out 
in its beauty. The right impression must be made upon 
the young mind; and it is your duty, teachers, to make 
it. These ideas, I know, are all familiar to you; but it 
may do no harm to have them recalled to your minds, to 
reinvigorate your zeal and energy. 

We do not know the power of a word. We cannot esti- 
mate the force, the lasting and abiding force, of right in- 
struction to the young mind. And, oh, when it is re- 
mem that the great object of this instruction is to 
lead children to Jesus, their Friend and their Redeemer, 
what a motive is presented to activity, to perseverance, 
and toenergy! The seed thus sown will sometime take 
root and spring up, though it may for years slumber in 
cold hearts. “The power of a word,” said the warm- 
hearted Wendell Phillips, in a recent address, “is beyond 
all conception.” If you will allow me, I will reada little 
incident as it was related by that eloquent man. 

“I was told to-day a story so touching, in reference to 
this, (the power of a word) that you must let me tell it. 
It is a temperance case, but it will illustrate this just as 
well. It is the story of a mother, on the green hiils of 
Vermont, holding by the right hand a son 16 years old, 
mad with love of the sea. And, as she stood by the gar- 
den gate, on a sunny morning, she said, ‘ Edward, they 
tell me—for I never saw the ocean—that the great tempta- 
tion of the seaman’s life is drink. Promise me, before 
you quit your mother’s hand, that you will never drink.’ 
* And,’ said he, (for he told me the story,) ‘I gave her the 
promise. And I went the broad globe over—to Calcutta, 
the Mediterranean, San Francisco, the Cape of Good Hope, 
the North Pole and the South—I saw them all in forty 
years; andI never saw a glass filled with sparkling li- 
quor, that my mother’s form by the garden gate, on the 
green hill-side of Vermont; did not rise before me; and 
to-day, at sixty, my lips are innocent of the taste of 
liquor.’ 

“ Was not that sweet evidence of the power of a single 
word? Yet that was not half. ‘ For,’ said he, ‘ yesterday 
there came into my counting-room a young man of forty, 
and asked me, ‘Do you know me?’ ‘No.’ ‘ Well,’ said 
he, ‘I was once brought drunk into your presence on 
shipboard; you were a passenger; the captain kicked me 
aside; you took me to your berth, and kept me there until 
Thad slept off the intoxication; you then asked me if I 
had a mother. I said I never knew a word from her lips; 
you told me of yours at the garden-gate; and to-day I 


}am the master of one of the finest packets in New York. 


I come to ask you to call and see me.’ 

“How far that little candle throws its beams! That 
mother’s word on the green hill-side of Vermont! Oh! 
God be thanked for the almighty power of a single word.” 

Sabbath-school teachers, hear this! hear this! Let 
your instructions conform to the holy principles of this 
book-temperance, truth, morality, piety, the love of the 
Saviour who died for us. Use proper, suitable words; let 
them fall upon the little ears before you; they will sink 
into those tender, impressible hearts; and when you may 
have passed away, and they have grown up to be active 
members of society, or when their heads shall be crowned 
with gray hairs, they will remember your instructions. 
You will not lose your reward. For there is a reward in 
religious duty. You will be rewarded, not as the world 
rewards—not as the politician is rewarded for his reckless, 
unprincipled course—by the loud shouts of the thought- 
less multitude, shouts which die away and are forgotten ; 
you will attain, not the reward which this world’s ambi- 
tion gains, but the substantial thing of which men of the 
world pursue the shadow. The object of the political as- 
pirant is fame—to have his name last; yet it dies fre- 
quently before his body. But the reward which this reli- 
gious duty gives is announced in this sacred Book—* the 
righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance.” Oh! 
what an inducement is this, with ambitious minds, to the 
performance of duty. “I will remember thom; and I 
will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth 
him, and they shall be mine in the day when I will make 
up my jewels.” This is the highest authority in the uni- 
verse; and these are some of the inducements held out to 
the faithful performance of duty by Christians in every 
department of life. How strongly do they apply to the 
teachers of Sabbath-schools. 

At the close of Gov. Briggs’ address, the 276th hymn was 
sung, commencing— 


* Hlow precious is the Book divine 
By inspiration given! 
Bright as a lamp, its doctrines shine 
To guide our souls to heaven.” 


At the conclusion of the hymn, the Rev. Gorpon HALL, of 
Northampton, led in prayer. 

The Rev. J. M. Carck, of Grafton, on behalf of the clergy 
present by invitation to take part as delegates, offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That, as preachers and pastors, we hail and 
heartily fellowship, every pious, faithful Sunday-school 
teacher as a co-laborer. called by the Spirit and Providence 
of God, and put into a ministry contemplating and in- 
volving interests and ends as great and important as we 
or any other human beings are required by the Lord 
Jesus Christ to contemplate and promote. 

Mr. M. H. Sargent, of Somerville, made a motion, which 
was agreed to. that the following message be sent to the 
State Convention of Sabbath-school teachers now in ses- 
sion at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin : 

“The State Convention of Sabbath-school teachers, as- 
sembled at Northampton, Mass., to the convention of Sab- 
bath-school teachers in Fond du Lac, Wis., sendeth greet- 
ing: (1 Thess. i: 2,3) “We give thanks to God always for 
you all, making mention of you in our prayers: remem- 
bering without ceasing your work of faith and labor of 


love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in 


the sight of God and our Father,” 
Mr. N. P. Kemp, of Boston, Secretary of the State Cen- 


tral committee, then read the annual statement of that 
committee, * 


The committee states that in their efforts to collect sta- 


tistical information of the state of Sabbath-schools in Mas- 
sachusetts, they sent out more than a thonsand circulars, 








and have received returns from about 450. [The statistics 
collected were read, but the returns being only partial, 
they give but an imperfect idea of the state of the schools. 
The committee state their wish that the convention shou 
declare their pleasure as to whether the future conven- 
tions shall be held in June, or in October, as formerly. 

Mr. Kemp, in reply to an inquiry, stated that by a care- 
ful computation which had been made by the Rev. J. H. 
Twombley, of Chelsea, and embodied in report of the 
last convention, held in October, 1858, it a) that 
there were in Massachusetts, cennected with schools of all 
denominations, Roman Catholics and others, 208,614 scho- 
lars. The number of children in the commonwealth of 
suitable age to be in the Sabbath-school was 260,000. 
Making a large allowance for those who are sick or 
unable to attend, there must be at least 75,000 between 
the ages of 4 and 16 not connected with any Sabbath- 
school whatever. 

Mr. Henry Hoyt, of Boston, urged the importance of 
having full statistical information. If there were in the 
commonwealth a vast army of youth beyond the pale of 
Sabbath-school influence, the Christian community should 
know it, that they may take the necessary steps to remedy 


the ve er 6 result of these conventions should be 
to excite a r interest among parents, teachers, pas- 
tora, and all Christians. He trusted that those in at- 


tendance upon the convention would go home with a 
clearer conviction than ever that they are to labor for the 
children in the sure certain hope that the divine 
blessing, in all its amazement of riches, rests upon the 
work, The Sunday-school spirit had ‘begun to awake, 
and he trusted to God that it would continue and roll on 
like an ocean wave, till it should fill the land. 

Mr. WriuiaMs, from the State Central Committee, sub- 
mitted the motion that in the discussions, seven minutes 
should be the limit for speaking, and at the children’s 
meeting in the afternoon, ten minutes. The motion was 


agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. 8. W. Stickney, of Lowell, all friends 
of Sabbath-schools from abroad were invited to take seats 
in the convention and to icipate in its deliberations. 

Mr. Braprorp, of Middleboro’, urged on the friends of 
Sabbath-schools the duty of working hard to bring in 
those children who are outside. 

The Rev. Mr. Heater, of Walpole, followed in the same 
strain, saying that five-ninths of the children of the com- 
monwealth are not in attendance upon any evangelical 
Sunday-school. 

It was moved and seconded that the annual State Con- 
vention be held hereafter in the month of June. After 
some discussion, the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. N.P. Kemp suggested to the congjderation of the 
convention whether it was desirable to continue the effort 
to collect statistical information by sending circulars. He 
thought if the plan were continued, the returns should be 
more careft to. An incomplete tabular state- 
ment, conveying a false idea, was useless. 

r some discussion, it was agreed that a committee 
of five be chosen to appoint in each county one person of 
each di inati I ted in ‘ion, with whom 
the State Central Committee may correspond to obtain 
statistics. 

The committee, as chosen by the convention, consists 
of the following gentlemen: Mesers. David Wood, of New- 
buryport; W. C. Chapin, of Lawrence; Edward B. Gil- 
lette, of Westfield: Henry Hoyt and Levi J. Bradish, of 
Boston. 

The cungregation then sang one verse of the hymn, 
commencing— 





« Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy besom fly.” 
The exercises closed with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Bar- 
row, of Reading. 





Second Session, 
Wednesday Afternoon. 


T 2 o'clock the children of the various Sabbath- 
schools of North " bled to be add 4 

y bers of the Ci i The — galleries were 
crowded by these children, while the ly of the church 
was completely filled by the delegates and friends of the 
cause of youthful Sabbath-school instruction. 

The exercises were with singing KOO whole 
congregat! after w! the Rev. N. M. Williams, of 
Somerville, led in prayer. 

After a hymn sung by children, the Rev. E. Porter 
Dre, of Hingham, was introduced and made the follow- 
ing address : 

dren, members of the Sabbath-schools of North- 
ampton, I have been announced as one of those who are 
to address you this afternoon; and have been put first 
on the list of speakers on the — that 
political bodies and others on the Fourth of July and 
at other times arrange their ions, putting the chil- 
dren foremost and the itaries last, that they may as 
y come on be stronger and stronger. I will tell you 
that you may not be wi at the outset, that I am to be 
followed by others, all able men in the cause of Sabbath- 
school instruction, and who are capable of entertaining 
and interesting you. We wish you to feel at the outset 
that Convention is on your account, and on the ac- 
count of such as you who are scatte: 
commonwealth. All these faces are upturned towards 
the desk to-day, and all these hearts here beat with love 
for that cause which is to lift you up, we trust, with the 
blessing cf God, to holiness, to happiness and to heaven. 

We expect soon that we shall c! these tenements, 
and pass away, and you, and such as you, are they who 
are to come after us, to walk these streets and occupy our 
places when we are gone, and carry forward that glorious 
cause of the blessed Red which, ding to pro- 
phetic declaration, is destined to fill the whole earth with 
the knowl of the glory of God, as the waters cover 
the sea. And we wish you, children, to understand that, 
while your teachers are making efforts for your welfare; 
while they are laboring to impress on your minds the 
great ideas of God, of holiness, of eternal life, of heaven, 
of the exceeding wickedness of sin, and of the way of 
justification through faith in the Son of God, your duty 
and your privilege is to store your memories and your 
hearts with the truths which they may inculcate upon 
your minds. And not only s0, but you must labor to 
treasure them up in your hearts with the spirit of the 
blessed Redeemer which these truths are adapted to im- 
part. And, in order that you may encourage your 
teachers who instruct you with a it deal of self-sacri- 
fice and study (or they ought to, for the teachers must 

m me if I drop aw now and then upon their 
heads below) with a great deal of pre ‘ion and pray- 
er; who come up with a deep sense of their responsibility 
to God and to your beloved parents, who think there are 
no such children in the world as you are, and from whom 
they expect a great deal when you are around the fireside 
at Co and when you shall leave them to take your 
places among the sons and daughters of men—these 
teachers ex, and they have a right to expect of you, 
that you will behave yourselves always with the utmost 
propriety, be there in season, fix your eye and attention 
upon your teacher, and drink in every word spoken. This, 
children, is the way to encourage these kind teachers to 
prepare themselves to give to you wholesome instruction 
that may come to you with all the fullness of the pel 
of Christ. This is the way to interest them and lead 
them to talk familiarly to you of the things that belong 
to your spiritual and everlasting welfare. 

e are leaving the t behind us now, as we regard 
these beloved children of the Sabbath-schools of North- 
ampton, and tho; as the reverend pastor of this 
church intimated this morning, some may possibly have 
come to witness the leafy splendor of these grand old 
elms, and pass the shady streets where Edwards once 
walked, and where the remains of Brainerd lie, yet our 
eyes are di! to the future, to the ultimate fulfilment 
in the noble work of the grand and glorious promise God 
has made concerning the “latter day glory,” when his 
name shall fill the whole earth. 

We rejoice peculiarly in a demonstration like this; and 
for the great interest increasing year after year in all 
the churches of the Lord Jesus Christ of every denomi- 
nation and name. And we rejoice in this, that the day is 
drawing nigh, nay, has come already, which the prophet 
predicted when he spoke of “turning the hearts of the 
fathers unto the children and the hearts of the children 
unto the fathers, to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord,” to scatter abroad the seeds of the kingdom, and 
then plead for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit without 
which “Paul may plant and Apollos may water” in vain. 

You remember, perhaps, my young friends, to have 
read the anecdote about the little child on one of the 
crags of the Alps. I recollect reading it somewhere, and 
as I do not claim to be original on such occasions as this, 
I will relate it: 

That little child was tenderly loved by his parents, as 
it was an only child, a child of praying parents. The 
parents had taught their child as far as they were capable 
of teaching it (for it had only lived two or three years) of 
the danger of going abroad alone, of straying away from 
its father alone, in <> ees of the vultures and eagles 
that might destroy its life. 

On one occasion the little one, forgetting its mother’s 
counsels, or not having paid sufficient attention to them, 
or not deeming them important, wandered forth from 
heme, and was seized by an cag le in the very sight of the 
father, but yet beyond his reach, to the utter agony of the 
mother, and borne aloft to the skies. Around and around 
he wheeled with that child, and he was gone—and in its 

ts hearts gone forever! What was to be done? The 
Rther rushes for his gun. He draws it to his eye, but 
trembles, falters. Shall he destroy the life of his child? 
He dares not fire! The mother, with all a mother’s in- 
stinct, a praying mother’s, goes to her secret fo at 
once, and calls on the name of the great God. e feels 
her child is beyond the reach of a parent’s arm to save. 
The husband, turning toward his dwelling with a sick 
heart, weeps and prays with his wife that God would 
spare their only child if consistent with his own holy will. 
As he returned from his dwelling he naturally cast his 
eye upward to see what aig become of his child, al- 
though it was almost out of sight when he entered bir 
house, And oh! not far off he saw the eagle descending 
again with its precious burden. It found no place to rest 
its prey, and seeing no obstruction was bringing it down 
on the plein that it might prey uvon it there. Again the 
father seized the gun, and watched, stealthily moving 
toward them, his wife behind him all the while praying 
that God weuld direct his aim, nerve his arm and save 
the child. The moment the eagle alighted the father took 
his aim, drew, and the eagle fell. The beloved little one 
was rescued! But oh, think of it." What a moment of 
intense anxiety was that. Not a moment could be lost. 
He must act not a moment too soon; nor would it do for 
him to fire too late, if he would save the life of that child. 

Learn that God is able to teach just how and when that 
word fitly spoken shall be like “apples of gold in pictures 
of silver.’ What our honorabje President al) to this 
morning—{ Allotted ten minutes expired. 

The Rev. J. H. Bontis, Associate Secretary of the Ame- 
rican Sunday-School Union. New York :— 





P 

















I saw a little while ago, in the fore of a book ; because we have 
which was written by a lady living the State of who 

New York, a very attractive I want to | the fathers mothers 
tell you what it was, and see if we cannot learn some-| L. J. Brapise, Boston 

thing from it. , payd iad FoI AT ne hk 
a eer avery dees dark, pi, aoe. there | to etrean te ea 

there was ited a scholars—grown 
wasa ladder thet went Rea Fang right down into | I have the charge in 
that pit. But on the other side of plain there waa re- | school, where we have 
presented a ladder, going right up into heaven, and the wherever we can find 


r end of it was com 
tl * book there were names 
those ladders, and I purpose, 
one or two of these rounds to-day. 
The first one I will mention, and which I want you to | into them be ioe ato 


y filled with angels. In 


remember, is this—Kindness. Now, we want you to be 


kind, one to another, to r parents, to your teachers, | their that 
and even to dumb camel. Meny of you, might ask me, | become bene Lay 
How can J be kind? What can / do to benefit others? We find it very 

I read = a day or two ago an interesting incident | dren, and we by, Seder not gt 
concerning a little girl living then in Michigan, what we callei a e undertook it. We 
now the Is dead. It was this: There was in one of the | gave out to the scholars that we wanted all the girls to 
Sunday-schools there, Sunday after Sunday, a Jew. Now | come to a sewii on Ly poy me ¢ afternoon, at the 
you know the Jews are those persons who do not belfeve | the Franklin and to word round to all 
that Christ is the Messiah, and are looking for another | the children of their intance to come. The mission 
Sa-‘our to come into the world. Well, this Jew was seen last January. first afternoon there were 7 
there in acertain class. The superintendent spoke to | scholars. We told them to tell all the girls knew, 
him and asked him how it happened that he came among | @nd that the next Wednesday must each 


them, and he made this reply: “ A while ago a lady got 
my little girl into the Sunday-school and taught her from 
this New ent, ing the book in his hand.) My 


because my teacher says 
died for us; and that if you and I believe in him, when 
we die we shall go home to heaven.’” Said he, “I could | they don’t wish to allow the 
no longer doubt but that the Messiah spoken of in the 
New Testament was the Messiah; and now I desire here, 
in this Sunday-school, to study this book that tells so 
much about him,” 

Children, it was that little girl’s instrumentslity that 
brought that father to see that Christ had died for sin- 
ners, and that if he believed on him, he would take him 
home to heaven. Many of you may havel ike circum- 
stances thrown around you, when you also can be the X 
means either of saving your parents or your young aneg- scholar now before me is a member of some 
ciates. ti 

But again, children, we often decide upon the character 
of little boys and girls by very little . Lhearda 
man making an address the other night, and speaking 
about Suaday-school children; he used the word “ little, 
I should nk, in making an address of 10 minutes’ 
length, at least 25 ti he was 80 t d 
about little things and little bodies, and about eve: ng 
concerning children as little. 

When I lived in Sixteenth street, New York, there 

med one morning ova Winer incident. If you | deed; and 

been there you would have noticed some very beauti- | plained 
ful trees along that street. There was one in cular, 
when people passed along, at which, they would stop and | is a 
look up into its branches. A gentleman living near by, 
noticing this, said to me, I was curious to know the rea- 
son why everybody stopped in this curious way, At last 
I di d among th h b iful little kitten! 
Yes, there it was, ng on with all its might, and cry- 
ing just as loud as kittens can cry! ¢ man would pass 
along, look up, as if saying, “Hang on, kitty, or you will 
fall and hurt yourself,’ but he would along and 
leave it hanging there. But soon one of those ra; 

-looking little news-boys in New York—these boys 
whom the men almost fear, came with a bundle of | keep 

rs in hisarm, crying out, “ Herald ? Tribung? Times?” | to to taste 

e stopped, looked up, and whatthen? He down his 

close by the tree, and the man at the window was 

pate going to cry ont, “let it alone !” for he th t the boy 

was about to pick up a stone to hit the little thing. 

But he Faye | . a — the a os it 
its in an 

came, When be got down he emoothed {t off, ox much 0s 

to say, “ Now, kitty, don’t you get up there again, for if 

‘ou do you might fall and hurt yourself.” He picked up 
his papers again, and went off singing, “H 
Times? 


Now, children, I think I could read the character of 
that little boy from that little act. 1 don’t know him, for | for you 
I never saw him before or since, but I venture to say if 
one had followed him to his home, he would have found | ki 
the same trait there. He would have found that that boy * Well, that is all ages T enggenss Was yon aye + 
had a heart almost as as a mountain—it conld take | you can’t do without it.” ~ 
was so careful to treat a little “But there’s another text, ‘Look not upon the wine 
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id sailor came up to him with the liquor, and said, 
“Now, you must this; it will do you good—make 


you Y 
“No, I can’t.” 


kitten so ki he would treat his parents, at home, and | when it is red;’” and so he went on various 
his classmates in the Sunday-school, with kindness also, | texts hé had heard when a child; and at last old Jack 
One thing more I want to speak of. The second round ve up; he could not do with him. He went 
f the I will mention, and which I want you to 


o , and all his shipmates inquired, could you get him 

think about, Fey & Honesty is one of those rounds drink ? 

in the ladder of life lead upwards to heaven, and “No!” 

Dishonesty is one that leads downwards, to destruction. * What's the reason ?” 

Only a Ww years ago, @ young man, but 21 years old, “Why, he’s chuck full of the Bible!” 

was beng on the “Commons” in Boston. As he was Now, children, that’s just what we want you waned 

about to be launched into eternity, he called his mother “Chuck full of the ” This 

to him, and suid, loudly, in her ear, “ Mother, if you had good men and and perhaps honored mis- 
stol and 

smiling upon this assembly to-day. 


should y What 


I never have come to this untimely end.’ 
a lesson, that, toa mother! What a history to prove 
that stealing little things will almost always lead to @ | Northampton, we want you. We have come up here as a 
bad end. State Convention, and we have called you in Ree 
In travelling thro Wisconsin, two or three years will, tell you what 
9 I saw, near the railroad depot, a beautiful building, school 
which did not seem quite completed. I asked a little boy, 
5 or 6 years of age, on the platform, if he could tell me 
what building it was. 
“Yes, sir,” said he ; “that’s the place where they keep | to become such, we want you, 
folks.” to-day that you will be kh 
“What kind of folks?” because if you are faithful to 
“Why, all kind of folks. Big folks and little folks— | be frithful to men, and very 
black and white—all sorts of ’em.” dren, we want you to give attention to 
“Can you tell me how they dress, there ?” are so few faithful men now-a-days, so few faithful 
“O, they dress real funny. The boys wear pants with | women—there are so few persons with whom we can 
red lege one side, and white legs on the other; and the | Jeaye our business, and feel that it will be t 
girls have red and white stripes round them.” done. The Bible says, “A faithful 2 
I began to guess what it was, and I asked him further, | and we may say, a faithful boy who can find? or a faith- 
“Can you tell me how I’ll get in there ?’ ful girl who can find, who will always be true to their 
Ile looked up at me, with eyes wide o) 
“T don’t believe you could get in, sir.” 
“ Well,” said I, “I should like to ver: 


: 

i 

ae 

i 

E 
pei 
sipcreti te 
han, 
featlize 


ar —true to their lessons, true to God? Now if you will 


only be faithful to your Sunday-schools we think 
He turned away with a look of incredulity, and I said m4 be faithful otherwheres too. We want to 
nothing further, but soon I felt something pulling me, ps vd Bao ae 


principle written upon your little hearts, and we want you 
to give attention to it. We want you to go into the 


and looking around, I found he had caught me by the 
coat, bath-school just as soon as you are old enough—you little 


8. 
“Do you want to go into that building, sir?” 


boys and girls to go into the infant class, and stay there 
“ Yea, I do. - till you get targe, and then go into @ larger class. You 
— - in earnest? must then stay there till you are old ito 
* Yes, 


enough to go 
the Bible-class; and we want you to stay in the Bible- 


“Well, I can tell you, then, If you go and steal some- | class till you are prepared for the teacher’s class; and 


thing they will put you in!” [Time expired.] 

The hymn beginning,— 

“ Beautiful Zion, built above; 
Beautiful city that I love,” 

was then sung, when 

M. H. Sarcent, of Somerville, delivered the following 
address : 

If I were to ask the children here assembled this after- 


it al 
noon, what was the most beautiful place in all the world pn! duce mn Ses byoned «| x4 
to them, I think that the same answer would come from | wag rather old to teach in the -school, but that 
the heart of each: “ Mother’s home ; that place where the | o1d man has said, * people 
hand is placed on my head; the place where I am taught 


to love the Lord Jesus by her knee; the place all light 
and beautiful. I have away sometimes, and spent 
two or three weeks, and then I have felt so anxious to 
get into that home again, and find that mother again, 


children, we want you to 
as Chief Justice Williams i 
that way. We want to have settled, and for life. 
What a beautiful rar is, too, to be 
to be a minute behind! this is another 
must was 
Yes, mother’s home is a dear old . Fathers and 
mothers will all respond to this, I could bring the tears 
from the oldest bers of this Co ion, were I to 
of that mother for so many years passed away; 
of that spot where our sainted mother taught us, 
whether in different parts of the country, among the 
hills, or in the great city, to love the God who gave her to 





never late but once, and then I was just two minutes be- 
hind the time. I had to walk some distance the 
school, and I was in company with an minister from 
the country, who walked slower than I did; so that when 
I reached the Sunday-school I found I was too late. But 
then,” said he, “I had a sec who was a minute-man, 
and I found him o ig the se’ .” This, children, is 
the way I would have you attend your Sunday-school. 
This is the kind of punctuality we want. In one of the 
churches of New York, not my ago TI noticed a tablet— 
and I wonder particularly that in this old Commonwealth 
you have no tablets—and on it in substance was inscribed, 
“To the memory of Deacon Small, who for 23 years was 
superintendent ef this Sunday-school, and was never 
known to be late.” 

1 think it so important that all connected with the 
Sunday-school should be punctual, that I would hardly 
let a little boy or girl of mine go, where the school was 
always five minutes behindhand in opening—where the 
teachers were not prompt, punctual men. There is no- 
thing like instilling these first correct principles in 
children’s minds. Teach them to be punctual, to do 
everything entirely, and if they do attend, to attend 
faithfully and punctually, A dist 
in a letter to his boys at college: 
do completely. Be whole men. Do one thing at a time, 
and do it well. If you study ¢ stud ry 
if you study arithmetic, study arithmetic; if you study 

y, why study geography; if you ae Latin, 
study in; if you wash and dress, wash and dress— 
? it thoroughly; and if you worship God, worship 


Now, that is the spirit I want to inculcate here to- 
day, upon the hearts and minds of every little Sunday- 
school olar, I want you to revolutionize all 


us 

But, I think, that next to home children should love 
the Sabbath-school, the place where the teacher comes up 
with a warm heart from the closet, to lead the children, 
the lambs of the flock, to the Lord Jesus—the place 
where they would gather them in their arms, and place 
them in the Saviour’s arms; a place which is 80 precious 
and 8o light to so many of the children of our common- 
wealth to-day, becanse Jesus met them there. I have 
heard of one who, in his boat, at sea, had lost his way. 
He struggled on. A storm arose, and he was tossed to 
and fro, in imminent peril. By-and-by he saw a light 
glimmering through the darkness. He made towards it, 
and found that it shone from out his own window at 
hoMe. He reached shore in safety, and it is said that 
ever after he kept a light burning there, as a beacon to 
others in the same perilous circumstances. 

Let us teach the children to love the Sabbath-school as 
the lightest place in all the earth; as the place where the 
Savigur delights to meet them; as the place where they 
may be taught the road all the way up to Heaven; as a 
light to show them to that place which Jesus has A ve 
before to prepare for them, Speak of the Sunday-school 
as a place where the light is be gs beaming forth from 
the windows, over the tempests of life. 

In all Sabbath-schools, there are boys who have said in 
their hearts, “ Just as soon as my father and mother will 
allow me, I intend to go to sea,” and that boy, on the sea, 
when the storm arises, shall then remember the Sabbath- 
school room as the where Jesus met him, and where 
he found him, and it shall indeed prove a light to him. 

I — — i“ long since, oe 60 = . bore, 
from 10 to ears old, the eman who in 
me to pet ros » mach said, “ Sir, dys not wish to have | bad habits from this —— = be true and. 

ou speak the name of Jesus in the hearing of a single | /#! to your Sunday-sch punctual, too. 

y or young man present; we do not allow it here.” I Heyry Hoyt, Boston:—We want all these boys 
looked vpon this company of immortal souls, who are | and girls to remember, too, what they learu. If we 
soon to go out to take there stand for or for evil, to | should speak to these a here, and ask them 

™ 


man said, 
“Whatever you do, 





exercise an influence upon all them, and yet | who's been «pcaking to what sort 
T wes not allowed to opesk to them even the name of the of an answer should we gett tell us, little friends, 
Master I loved. I tried to to them of ir moral | who first spoke this afternoon? Now, all at once, if you 
duties ; of the Rey Mr.—who ? (No answer.) 


necessity of examining carefully how they ay eee was it? 
walked and lived. Still I felt it a dry utterance, a dr: 
expression But in the Sabbath-school room we may 
about Jesus, we may 6) of him as the inhabitant of 
the place, as one who loves to be there, and as ever ready 
to receive and bless little children. 

I heard a merchant not long since, in the city of Boston 
. ie onhent eee 4 . ——, =~ 
“Sir, there’s money in these ™ was a time when 
leather was tavening in value from day to day, and he ted President told us this nore when you get 
felt very exultant as he thought of the large stock he had | to be old men and women the presumption is you won't 
on hand. I think we may say of Sabbath-scholars, | depart from the right way. We would have you walk 
“There are souls in these boys and girls;” and as we look | steadily in the Sundsy-school direction, for that is the 
over the classes that surround us Sabbath after Sabbath, t direction; and though others may forsake the right 
and see one after another of them standing up for Jesus | way, your feet will not turn aside when you reach 
in the world, we feel that after the teach maturer years of life. 

place of 
man, 


then, my dear little friends, we yg we to remem- 
ber the things that you learn. It is 

ou in the hereafter of your life, that you should lay up 
n the storehouse of your mind, day by day, Sunday by 
Sunday, hour by hour, all the precious, vi 
truths you have taught in the 
Let your minds be filled up with the precious thi 
of this gospel, for if you are thus trained in it, as our 


r passes away, 
. oweitt Aman came into m 


decent-looki wal cee hewense 
ago, a very decent- and ¢ was a 
mechanic, I thought 1 could read intelligence in bis eye. 


avd his clay crumbles into dust, he shall even then 
be living, still acting for the Master. 
I love the Sunday-school because we commence with the 
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more I 
thing at my command, and had plenty and to 
She related to me a t man 
ness of God, was wit) 
came & upon the door, asa little gir! 
and, “ Please, missis, mamma has 
basket,” but who “mamma” w: 
did not know, and she has not 
“Oh, yes,” said this 
and she is praisin; 
the kindness 


ES 
2 
s 


girls who are here on y, 

em Symy Spee is good for you, and 
think, to saying all the while, “God 
you all say “ yes, God is good?” I wan 


have 


“Do you not all love -, 
“Yes”] That 4 al tev t eee i ie ttle 
want you to shout, all at once—* Do 
nts?” [Loud and universal, “ Yes, 
ut, now, there is not one of your 
God is—not ppg may have 
parents—just as 
child on her knee and pra 


yy hl a tather 


















hen 
without anything to eat, the first thing she knew 
1 stood 


ing 
Now none of you little children, I suppose, 
g° hungry. You little boys there in your nice 
jo not have to go without proper clothing; y 
v holida 


i 
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the wood ; 
Soapeees Ceeeey 
arble “God is 
Wi and the chorus, . 
Child, wi soul endued; 
whose emile is o'er us, 
Evermore is 5 
Rev. Mr. Warren, of Boston :—Seven hours ago I was 
in Boston, not expecting to be here. > 
I came here, not to ; but some one 
aren. tints yom bopm wtlneeipy Somme Varo 
mn. was @ 
boy myself once, ‘and not great wr from this Lang} 
either. And I to you, ingly, because 
have got a girl of my own, and t is better than he- 
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n, ought to shout “God 
I want to tell you of al and his mother that 
py tem Ae he pa BT 
thom, 5 ty eent St ie te come aae wae . - 
found, when little 


Rg to oh lived pen hd test boats 
, where father kept own carriage, and 
her kept his carriage, and they had an abun- 


io miseable set of poe nif argu and ye he 
W, . 

“God is Tam sure I is great dead 
and than I used to do, every- 
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neither your father nor your mother begins to be as 
to you as God is. Now then, if you can say 80 
you love your parents, certainly you can say 
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fahathachol are to" ‘plume themselves! 








making its ap- 
pepe eae to come forth into life; 
be =. Seen sve ol ax 
as angels, and, unlike Le gel 
gazing upon the sun, these little ones are to 
nn Roe, Sree F Set! Who can believe 
hee ons a Lused to be bothered very h 
about this world. thought for a while that ewee 
round; but then, when I considered how we lived on its 
. io i © very hard Sp bediove. | 
that the stare were i han ue and was tld ther 
were stars below I feltT ‘be almost afraid 
to go to the edge and look down! I was told that the 
the day tine. "And wo pe Papeete Gere in 
time. have on 
ce dewohet aati seemed to dizay, 
with worlds of fire flashing above and me, sca 
tered like diamond dust by the hand of God. 
_. After all, I have ain, wbet 6 ane of these 
thi rounded earth hae fale fom Its place; when 
God has blown Urosth upon thee tary which are 
eee Be iitdle. child, tanloe the. proper 
r 
culture aid nero, salt shining and 
burning before the throne of 1 
If God were to command a man to take a string and 
bird the worlds together, how honored he would be, to be 
to por ier meten teenies om 0 gulden String, 
¢dignfiedemployinent it would be for a man if 
God woh hg wey ther the points of the 
“milky way”—bring t Fam Bagg eg 


sion. But what is a . or @ star, or the whole 

« way,” wee Ge Speen cal of. ans 
we are permil teach 

the commission of the Sebbath-echool teacher, and it 


ever! 
. W. J. Kina, of Providence, I, made a few re- 
illustrating the b which follow in the train 
of “obedience to parents,” when t 
in a closing 


* AN hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 





Third Session, 
Wednesday Evening. 
HE Convention re-assembled in the evening, and were 
called to order at about seven o'clock. The exercises 
were begun with singing.— 
“When marshalled on the nightly plain, 
The glittering hosts bestud the sky, 
One star alone, of all the train, 
Can fix the sinner’s wandering eye.” 
Rev. Mr. Onprman, of Chelsea, led in prayer. 
The Caat announced that the following telegraphic 
been received from the State - 
veution in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin: 
Scho Convention, (care of S. E. 


‘children is the salvation of the 
ven! 


| 


§ Con’ 
“by K. K. Burne.” 
Mr. L. J. of moved that a committee 
of five be by the, Chai yaw be 
Central Committee for the ensuing year. 
‘The motion was to, and the Chair named as the 


their 

moments én silent . this ex there is 
fect wil ~ ae - nay pn 
part of the room, iis nash: eo capertntentont 
gives a prewure on the bell again, and he commences 
wet haces in suis sts tbe Scripture selected; | the 
school potacwre be next verse, and so alter- 
te Plea aad the school. gWe adopt 
this because it interests the children; we feel that 
I Er Finn wy Tt necessarily re- 

their attention, requires their locking-cver } 80, 
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never are any remarks made by the teachers, 
Once in a great while we have 
but very rarely. the pastor is present, and 
makes a few The Ans 
is then usually given, and then a agua io cung, some: 
es of one verse, sometim 
hance, the morni: losing a3 soon as 
15 minutes before 12, and there is a plenty of time, we 
ting two or three hymns, in order to give the school a 
little practice 


(Mr. Hevry Horr, of Boston, inquired whether Serip- 
tures were read in alt ion, the superintendent read- 
ing one verse and the school one verse, or whether the 
Cuarit: It's very rarely indeed that the Serip- 

- CHAPIN: Vv that the 
tures are fead at all, in consequence of the time 
allowed us. It is one of the occasional exercises the 
it to tures himself—the les- 
pture. If there has 





oa 





some portion of 
been a death in the school, the exercises are varied to |- 
hat occasi: 


ion. 
gentleman inquired the size of the school.] 
. Cuapin: The average attendance, including teach- 
ers, is about 240; the average attendance of teachers is 
about 25; comsognarety about 215 is the average attend- 
ance of scholars; I think that is the exact number for 
the year closing the first of June, 

Mr, Cuauncey Coron, of Northampton :—The opening 
and Closing of the school with which I am connected are 
very simple. We hold our session immediately after the 
morning service, in the church. The szhool is called to 
order by a upon the table. We then open with 
prayer, usually by one of the teachers. The scholars 
are requested to remain in « sitting posture, bowing 
their heads forward, during prayer. After this, the 
collection which we take up weekly is received, the Sec- 
retary passing around the box as quietly as possible 
from seat to seat, while the superintendent is engaged 
locking after the classes, supplying destitute c 
with teachers, and attending to other business necessary 
to the commencement of the school. After the collec- 
tion, the librarian m class to class, leaving 
with each teacher a in which to mark the library 
books returned. Only one-half of the school receive 
books on one Sabbath, the female department one Sab- 
bath, the male department the next. After the books 
have been collected, the superintendent goes round and 
takes a record of every class, sees who is present and 
who is absent, The next thing is the distribution of the 
papors from class to class, the librarian meanwhile pre- 

ing his books to give out. After the school has been 
h session about three-quarters of an hour, we again 
have a rap on the table as a signal,for that side of the 
house that receives books to attend to receiving them, 
The books are ther carried to the classes and selections 
made, while preparations are going on for the concluding 
ises, such as selecting music, hymns, and the like, 
When the last rap comes, all are expectod tu be seated, 
The superintendent then announces the number in at- 
tendance during the day; also the amount of the collec- 
tions taken Ee Ma) era to give out the lesson 
for the next Sabbath, en, if any strangers are = 
— they have an opportunity to make remarks. 
are also made, if necessary, by the superintend- 
ent. The notices for the week are then given, such as 
notice for singing school, for teachers’ meeting, prayer- 
meeting, or other matters connected with the Sabbath- 
school; after which we close our exercises be! ainging, 
sometimes from the little maging bo, sometimes 
the h whic 





‘h is used in the church. 
We have desired to have these services simple; we have 
desired to give the ity to the ers to labor 


with their classes; have usually avoided inviting 
strangers to address the school, unless on some special oc- 
casion, upon some subject particularly connected with the 
Sabbath-school, as we choose not to have the attention of 
the scholars diverted from the lesson, We have also a 
varied exercise once in four weeks. Besides the regular 
— k, we use in our Sabbath-school the cate- 
sm, from which one question is given out every Sab- 
bath. The questions are given out, one every Sabbath 
for four Sabbaths, when the pastor comes in and examines 
the school upon these questions. 
Mr, Omapis, of Lawrence, inquired what time was occu- 
pied by the teachers in their exercises. 
Mr. Cotton: About three-quarters of an hour. 
A delegate asked the length of the whole session. | 
r. CoLron: Some five minutes longer than that. Usn- 
ally the first rap is five minutes before the close of the 


school, 
A delegate inquired, to what purposes are the collec- 
utes opriatedt] , 


Me Guu: To ae a | heey a Rost 
nm ap to the ibu brary ks 
smong ES Ceerate Sabbath-schools in the West ; but in 
some instances they have been appropriated to other pur- 


poses. 
Mr. ALpEn Spar, of Boston :—In order to give an intel- 
ligent idea mre ned pe he which we conduct our school, 


| verses of 











5 r were 
ly held in the vestry-room of the church; but they 
so much that we were obliged to hold them 
in the main building of the church, the body of the church 
generally filled, from the desk to the door, and some 

of the gallery. We are 


dresses to-night at this 

concert ; and the eudience willof course be interested in 
addresses the same as if they were made at any other 

time of the convention. 

Mr. Witirams then announced the hymn “ Beautiful 

Zion,” and it was sung by the children. 

Mr. Otrver Waker, of Pine Street school was then 

called on to lead in prayer. ‘ 

At the conclusion of the prayer, the children sang four 

the hymn, 









* Let us, with a joyful mind, 
Praise the Lord, for he is kind.” 
Mr. Williams then read the 23d Psalm, beginning, “The 
Lord is ed she : I shall not want.” 

On finishing the psalm Mr. Witt1AMs said :—“ The Lord 
is my sh !” Not long since I heard of a boy who 
did not believe there was any God, Coming into the 
house one dey he went up to his mother, and said he: 

“Mother, John Jones told me to-day that he didn’t be- 
lieve there was any God, and the reason he didn’t believe 
there was an hi 


with her never looked w 

said quietly, “I do.” She h 

the time will come when I shall be able to teach boy 

in a way that he can understand that there is a a 
Se Se See See a, Beery ee Oy ee call him 

came running into the house, all full 


joy, and right up to his said: 
_ “Mother, ve found a et book; see what a nice 
one it is;” and he opened it his mother had 
anythi saying, “Here’s a place for bills, 


a Gor ciiver, ama here's a Place for the Tt 
Lares ane here’s a nice little 
a beautiful pocket book it is!” 


pocket book: where 


feos 
2 


, I found it, mother, way over in the pine woods. 
How do you suppose it came there?” said Henry. 
“T don’t know,” said his » Sewing away, “ per- 
haps it grew there,” 
“Grew there,” said Henry, “ what? a pocket book grow! 
Why I never heard of such a thing! Do you believe t! 
other, that a pocket book would grow? I don’t believe 


t. 
“Well,” said his mother, “I don’t know. How do you 
know it didn’t grow there?” 

“Well, I will tell you (he to reasen about it), 
that pot book was made by somebody; there’s no 
mistake about it; there are ail che apartments for silver, 
for bills, for gold. Somebody made it.” 

“Well,” said his mother, “it does look like a very nice 
pocket book, and as it had been made to put 
money in. If it didn’t grow there perhaps it made itself.” 

Henry looked more astonished than ever, and he began 
to get a little cross with his mother. 
“ Why,” said he, “do you mean to say thet that pocket 
book could make itself? Why that’s too bad. It’s foolish.” 
He didn’t do exactly right to call his mother foolish, for 
mothers generally know quite as much as their children. 
“There must have been a plan,” said he,“ about that 
pocket book. It was not made for nothing. And if th 
plan in making this pocket book was that i should hol 
money, and that a person should carry it in his pocket, 
somebody must have made it. There is no mistake about 
it, somebody must have made it.” 

His mother had got him there. He had forgotten all 
about his coming into the house ten days before, all in a 

nm, and saying that he did not believe there was any 
, because he could not seeGod. His mother then went 
on to talk to him: 
“Now,” - she, “Henry, did you ever see a blade of 
“No.” 
“Well, to-morrow, has fond sit down beside a blade 
of and if there a nice warm rain the night 
re, and the sun is bright, it will grow. You may sit 
there the whole day, if you choose, and watch it, and at 
the end of the day, though you not have seen it 
ari yet it will have grown somewhat. Will you be- 
eve it has not gtown because you cannot see it? There 
are & things you cannot see. You cannot see 
mu can feel it. You do not see the as 
gas , but you see the light. 
she talked to him, showing him that though we 
orks are all around us—the 
© sp iz the oneete rivers, 
and these all give us evidence that there is a 

* Now,” said she, “ you go to-morrow, and tell that bo 
John Jones that it is no matter if he cannot see God. 
Teli him to look all about him and see whether he cannot 
find something that God has made. Then ask him 
whether he can make a brook, whether he can make a 
river, whether he can make an elm tree like those whose 
foliage now waves so beautifully and gracefully in the 
western breeze. Ask him whether he can make an eye, 
or an ear, ora hand. If he thinks he can make some 
sort of an automaton that will move by machinery, ask 
him whether he can make that automaton think— 
whether he can make him learn a lesson as you do—a 
lesson in grammar, in arithmetic, in spelling—whether 
he can make him add up a column of figures. See what 
he will say to that. And then tell him that God ¢has 
made the grass, has made the flowers, has made the 
brooks, the rivers, the hills, the mountains, the vflleys, 
the dales, and all this b iful and if world, 
with the firmament above, studded with millions of stars; 
and there is the evidence that there is a God. Don’t let 
him teach you again that there is no God.” 

Now, scholars, will you learn a lesson from this? If 
you ever doubt that there is a great and good God that 
rules over all, reason it out in this way; reason that 
there is a God from what he has made; and then take 
this blessed volume from which I haye read, “The Lord 

hepherd ;” tura over to the New Test t and 











tena" 
an peri ad secretary.) a 
treasurer, (who also acts as outside usher.) Our sc is 
at the of the bell, precisely at the moment 
ed, which is at’ present halfipast three. 

ntendent reads a hymn of four verses, 
y the school. At the close of this hymn, a psalm 
ane Bible is read, the superintendent and 

a verse alternately. 





having a slate upon which is written the name of 








ministers. We want to pray for the wild, reckless boys 
} ana ‘gitts in the neighiverhood. eat they may not de. 


occupied his pos' for 25 5 unday- 
school, has kept a record of the scholars, ascertaining a8 
far as possible their subsequent career. “One of our 
boys,” said he, “is in the State's prison. We have only 
one who has gone to prison in the whole 25 years. We 
haye tat in ‘edhg 0 be we have put Tr 
in the e nD. over the record. 

v1 spprien. Ta member of the Sunday- 
school four years, yet in not one of those four years was 
he present as many as ten Sabbaths. He was one of 
those wandering, vagabond children who come to Sun- 
day-school, whom you cannot make anything of.” Now 
we pra, t kind of thing be stop- 
the superintendents, for the 






ped. We want. to pray 


the best ways to prevent them 
y you is to bring them into the Sunday- 
school, and set them down by you, and let them see by 
‘our sober and discreet example that you are better for 
in y-school—kinder to them—not y; 
t htless, vain, proud, wicked, as some little ¢ on 
are who do not go to the Sunday-school. When we get 
into our Sunday-schvel concert of prayer, how many 
things there are to pray for—how many things to talk 
about. 

T remember that at one time in the village in which I 
resided, in Western New York, there was @ deal of 
talk about the little girls getting ex: ly rude and 
bold in that village. It pained the hearts of pastors and 
people, So we made up our minds to bring the subject 
up at the next concert of prayer. One of those connect- 

with the Sabbath-school got up in one corner of the 
room, and said that he had been pained to think that 
our little girls, who should be models of modesty, were 
getting bold and reckless. Then the Methodist minister 
arose, stated his feelings on the subject, and poured his 
influence on that point. Then the Baptist minister 
spoke; then the Presbyterian; then the superinten- 





4 dents, Thus the matter was discussed; and very soon 


that bold, ay habit was stopped. At another 
time the boys got into a habit of making a noise in 
the streets, We made upour mind tostopit. So it was 
bronght into the Sabbath-school concert. We talked 
about this street education, where it led boys—to the 
prison, and probably to the gallows; and talking upon 
that subject unitedly we stopped it. At one time, the 
fathers and mothers did not pay any attention to the 


| children’s getting their lessons; the children came with 


no lesson F e made up our minds to devote one 
monthly concert to prayer to God on that subject. We had 
our minds prepared on the point, and a half-dozen speeches 
were made. The next Sunday the children came with 
their lessons all learned. The monthly concert is a cor- 
rector of all bad habits in the community. 

Good brother Williams has been talking about a little 
boy who did not believe that there was a God; and I 
was reminded of an incident that occurred eight years 
ago. At Geneva there was a little Bethel Sunday-school 
on the tow-path of the canal. One of the teachers—a 
most excellent, devoted one—was Miss Lawrence. One 
day there was put into her class a bright, Keen-eyed 
little boy called Johnny Tyler, who had never been to 
Snnday-school in his life. The teacher talked to him 
along with the rest about God. The little boy looked 
her right keenly in the eye, and all at once, in the midst 
of the lesson, said, “There is no God, Miss Lawrence.” 
“Who told you that, Johnny?” “My father teid me 
that,” said little Johnny, “Well,” said Miss Lawrence, 
just as coolly as that mother Mr. Williams has told you 
about, “I think yeur father is mistaken, Johnny.” 
Then she went on to tell a great many reasons why she 
thought his father was mistaken. I will simpiy mention 
one point she made which will furnish a key to the rest. 
“You may take some wheat out of the store-house, put 
it in the garden, cover it up, and God will make wheat 
grow, if nebody touches it.’ Johnny went away, and 
the next Sunday he was at school again, with many 
curious questions to ask. He was a thoughtful little 
y: there was hope for him. The second Sunday he 
came in with bright eyes and eager face, saying, “Oh, 

iss Lawrence, there is a God; you are right, and fa- 
ther’s wrong.” “Why, what is the matter, Johuny?t” 
said she. “Why,” said he, “I went to the store-house, 
and asked if I might have a handful of wheat. I took 
it home, and put it under the currant-bushes, covered it 
all'up, and put some brush over it. I have looked at it 
every single day; and now it has grown so high. I 
know now that there is a God; father’s wrong, and you 
are right.” 

Mr. Wittrams:—We consider ourselves quite fortu- 
nate in having with us here to-night a friend of the Sab- 
bath-schoots who has recently been away out West, in 
that far-off land where Sabbath-schools are being es- 
tablished in great number by different organizations— 
the American Sunday-School Union, the Massachusetts 
Society, etc—and who has seen something of the work- 
ing of those new schools, I callon Mr. Kemp, superin- 
tendent of the Jamaica Plains Baptist school. 

Mr. Kemp declined to make an address.] 
Rg. WmuiMs:—As Mr. Kemp declines positively, I 
will introduce to you the Rev. J. I. Burtis, of New York. 

Mr. Burts said: Well children, if you will allow me, 
I will take the very introduction to that Mr. Wil 
liams gave to Mr. Kemp; that is; I will come ont before 
you as a real Sunday-school missionary. And I really 
thought that he meant me when he began totalk. I 
don’t believe Mr. Kemp was ever a Sunday-school 
missionary in his life; he may have been, but I have not 
so understood. And for a man w merely gone 
through the western country to attempt to tell you any- 
thing about tie Sunday-schools is very much like the old 
jady who, having gone out west 3 railroad, was asked 
what she had seen, and replied, “I didn’t see anything 
but a haystack, and that was going the other way.” 

Now, children, I did intend to talk to you a few mi- 
nutes to-night, just about our western Sunday-schools. 
I love to talk to the children about these schools. There 
is a little incident in re; to one of those western little 
boys that attaches itself to my life, and will hang on to 
me as long as I live. 

While 1 was out there as a missionary, there was 

t into one of the schools that I organized a little 
res or five years of age. On Sunday night, school 
being over, I felt very lonely, as if the next morning, I 
would like to start off to go home to my friends. On 

y morning the mother of the little boy came to me 
and said, “ Mr. Burtis, I want to tell you something that 
will cheer you.” 

“Well,” said I, “I wish you would, for I feel very 

” 


lonely here. ’ 

“Well,” said she, “when my little Willie came home 
from meeting last night, I was about putting him to 
bed; he had said the little prayer whieh he regularly re- 

ts, ‘Now I lay me down to sleep; but when we had 
nished the prayer, he*did not seem inclined to get up 
from h Es him by the shoulder, and said, 
*Come, Willie, it is time to get into bed now. The little 
fellow pushed my hand away with his elbow, and said, 
‘Hold on, ma, I want to pray something for that curly- 
headed man that started our Sunday-school to-day, ” 

Now, children, that hangs on to me—the idea that that 
little boy, between four and five years of age, away out 
in Wisconsin, wished to tack on something to his prayer 
for the Sunday-school missionary. And I doubt not there 
are thousands and tens of thousands of Suiday-school 
children that would like to tack on something to their 
prayers for any man that would come and bring them 
into the Sunday-school, call him Sunday-school mission- 
ary, or whatever you please. 

Perhaps you would like to know a little something 
about the workings of the schools {out there. There is 
quite a number of men travelling through that whole 
country, starting Sabbath-schools. will illustrate the 
matter by telling of a school which I started out there in 
a grist-mill. In many places they don’t have churches 
and school houses as you have here; their Sunday- 
schools are sometimes held in barns, or mills, or any- 
thing of the kind; sometimes they are held out of doors. 
In this ease, I visited round in the neighborhood, called 
on many families, and saw many queer imens of chil- 

and of parents too. I asked a lady w she thought 
I could find a for a school. She told me that the 
old major who kept the mill would, she thought, let me 
have the mill to start a Sunday-schooi in. I went down 
to see him; I told him who I was; he looked at me 


queerly. 

“Well,” said he, “I’m right glad you have come, 
Why,” said he, “ we've got the wickedest set of boys and 
girls around here that ever you saw. I'll stop my grist- 
mill every Sunday at three o’clock, and you may have 
it all the rest of the day for your Sunday-school.” 

Well, I thought that was hardly fair: he would take 
two-thirds of God’s day to grind wheat, and would give 
me the rest of the day to grind Sunday-schools. But I made 
the best of the matter I couid. I did not wonder that 
the boys and girls were wicked, when a man who.had 
got clear up so as to be called “ ” broke God's day. 
Sunday came round; and the children began to come in 
from all quarters. It seemed as though the parents had 
ransacked their garrets and drawn out every old bonnet 
and ribbon, and coat and boot, and put them on their 
children. There were little girls with bonnets covering 
them up almost; and the boys came draggin their father’s 
boots three or four miles over the prairies. However, we 
never look at bonnets or boots when we start Sunday- 
schools: we look into the eye, and if we see the soul 
sparkle there, that is what we want. At three o'clock 
the old miller ran and shut down his gates, and I began to 
gather in the children. Having disposed of the children 
in the building as well as the case would allow, I stood 
up and taught them some of the beautiful hymns which 
Mr. Williams has taught you—* There is a happy land,” 
*I want to be an angel,” soon. I never in my life 
heard children sing more enthusiastically, than those 
Western children did the first time they were brought 
into the Sunday-school. That Sunday-school mill runs 
Baw it did the last time I heard of it; but the miller 

nad concluded that it was just as well to stop his mill on 
Saturday night, and let it rest till Monday morning. 

I have only one minute more; and I just want to say, 
that as this is a monthly concert of prayer let me exhort 
all of you children to tack something on to your prayers 
for the little children all over the country who have not 
the advantaze of Sabbath-school instruction. There are 





my 
read about the Saviour that died for sinners. Never for- 
get, never: Honbe Det & deans thas there is a great God 

rules over all. An eternal being. 

Mr. R. G, Parper, of New York, waa now introduced 
by Mr. Williems. Mr. Pardee said :—The Sabbath-school 
concert is your meeting, children. This, it is most im- 
‘ou should be told, is a concert of prayer. We 

anything in the Sunday-school, children, 
without prayer—without a good deal of prayer. We 
want to pray for > We want to pray that you be not 
giddy or thoughtless. We want to pray that you may 
keep the Sabbath-day holy. We want to pray that 
these children may learn their lessons carefully, and re- 
cite them soberly, We want to pray that when you 
ont God’s praises in these beautiful hymns, that you 
wil b 





class 

every scholar, and te their names the of 
ile this selection is being made, the 

© name of 


e then proceed with 
lesson assigned on the last Sabbath, We have in our 
A one for Lay sony ane ~—- 
those ‘Ol r who are above 8 
infant class. The session of our school ocenpies about an 
hour and 20 minutes. The length of the session depends 
somewhat upon the time occupied in the lesson. If the 
superintendent finds that the majority ef the teachers are 
with their lesson, one, two, or three hymns are 

sung, but usually only one. If we find the 

time entirely consumed, we dismiss with the doxology. 
in the quarter, we have a exer- 

of singing and addresses, first Sab- 


what you say and stop laughing—re- 
member that you are in a place where we meet to 
worship God. This is God's house. You are taught 
here to pray “Our Father who art in Heaven.” (You 
sang it beautifully this afternoon some of you.) This is 
our Father's house; God is our Father. You have a 
right to be here. 

Now we want to pray that these children may be 
Christians; we want to pray that they may be obedient 
to their parents; we want to pray that you may be 
good, loving children; that you may be true and right- 
eous altogether; that you may never tell wrong stories, 
aon steal or quarrel or fight or do anything of the 

ind. 

There is another thing that should be attended to in 
this concert of prayer. We want to pray for your father 
and mother, that they may make you mind, that they 








may train you up aright; that they may not allow you 





of 
thousands in Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, and all over 
the land. Let me urge you to pray for those children who 
have not the Sunday-sehool as you have, who have not the 
Bible as you have, that they may have the Sunday-school, 
that some one may go among them to gather them in, so 
that they may hereafter meet you in that t Sunday- 
school above where Christ will be our superintendent, 
and whore we will sing his praises forever. 

The children then sang two verses of the hymn, 
“Morn amid the moutains.’ 

Mr. M. H. Sancent, of Somerville, was next introduced, 
and said: 

This is very much more pleasant to have the children 
who are to be addressed, very near te you, that you can 
almost take them by the hand, that you can almost hear 
their hearts beat. 

{The children who, in the afternoon sat in the gallery, 
now occupied the body of the church near the plat- 
form.]} 

I know that I can get their eyes, because I feel inte- 
rested in them myself. You remember, children, that the 
reason the lamb loved Mary was because Mary loved the 
lamb; and I hope that in the same way I may interest you 
in the few words I* may say, because I really wish that 
I owned all these children, and that I could support them 
too. I would love dearly to do so—to take you all to my 
own house, It would be a fearful responsibility for one 
man, but I should pray the Lord that he would help me 
to carry that responsibility. 

Something was said, at the commencement of this con- 
cert, of God and of the necessity of trust in him. Weil, 
let me tell you of a little fellow in the vicinity of Boston, 





named Willie. His mother was putting him to bed one 
















w was near by. 
with the family Bible on 
calm, and peaceful. 


any these old hearts are full 

of love to the Lord anes have found the God of the 

Bible just what he. he would be in their journey 

of Le wt e t in joy and in 

sorrow? We ~a old grand- 
ear, 





her knee, looking 
Have you ever seen 


















mothers, so the story goes. illie’ 
the old » and she 

down by her side. Then the old 
the side of the room, took out a bu 
up, and sat down in her 
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wast Christian? do yout 
“We think he did,” rep! 





















hear the Bible stories; Jesus, when 
he was upon the ones in his arms, 

about that bright 
heaven above, and we think our dear little boy is in hea- 


ven.” “Mother,” said Willie, “if I had been 
to-day, do 
heaven?” 
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ceived, 

My dear children of the Sabbath-school, how much you 
need to recognize this God, our father in heaven, who in 
the Saviour has manifested himself as a lover of children! 
Do you remember those blessed words that he left on re- 
cord! “ Here the ongre do always behold the face ay 


think 1 onaht to thank him for the blessings I have re- 


of 2 
father” —“ Suffer children to come unto me, and for- 
bid them not.” 
our. I ean almost see his hand extended tpaighs; Iean 
almost hear his voice speaking to you, saying, “ Be mine, 
my dear little ones; give me your heart!” Qh! this 
Saviour will carry ne safely all along this journey of life, 
and will lead us through the valley when we come 
to 


die. 

A few weeks I went into the house of one of my 
Sabbath-school scholars. Just before I went in, the little 
fellow had said to his mother, “ Mother, I want to say my 
little prayer now ;” he folded his hands, and said : 


“Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep ; 
If I should die before I wake, 
I pray the Lord my soul to take.” 


Then the little fellow said, “Mother, now I want to 
sleep.” Very soon I took him by the hand. In an hour 
or two he was gone! Oh! we believe he loved this 
Jesus; we believe he had found this Saviour in the Sab- 
bath-echool, for he loved to speak of him; and when he 
expired, he scemed to be not dying, but going home. 
Children may be Christians ! 

A clergyman relates an incident which occurred in 
Boston. This minister was called in to see a little fellow 
who was dying. His mother could not break the news to 
the child—could not tell him that he was going away, so 
that they should see him no more on earth ; so the minis- 
ter said, “ We fear that you won’t stay with us very long, 
my child; have you any request to make? is there any- 
thing we can do for your comfort or happiness?” The 
child asked that his little Testament might be buried in 
the coffin with him. The minister thought this a strange 
request. After a pause the little fellow said, “Oh, sir, I 
am dying very young. I have learned in the Sunday- 
school that a great company is coming up to that other 
world from the east, the west, the north and the south; I 
know that a great many in our own town have died, and 

home to heaven. Oh, sir, I am a little boy, and I am 
afraid that among so many the Saviour won’t see me; so 
Tam going to hort up my Testament just as high as ever 
I can, and I think when the Saviour sees that, he will re- 
member that I was one of his Sabbath-school boys; he 
will remember that I did love Jesus when I was on earth ; 
and I think he will take me to be with himself.” 

Oh! we tell the children of our Sabbath-schools, that 
no matter how young they may die, no matter how early 
they. may be called away. the Saviour will not lose one of 
the lambs of his flock, but will bring them all safely 
home. I wish I could tell you how many passages there 
are in the Bible expressing the nearness of children, as 
well as fathers and mothers, to the Saviour. Our names, 
he says, are written on his hand, on his forehead. A 
great many passages having this bearing, crowd into my 
mind. 

Teachers of the Sabbath-school are engaged in the most 

i work to which a man can devote himself. It 

as sometimes seemed to me that if the angels could envy 

us any work on the earth, is the gathering around us 

these six or eight immortal souls that are to live on and 
on in time, and to live on and on in @ glorious eternity. 

An artist, who had labored for months on a block of 
marble, was asked, “ Why so careful to chisel out every 
feature? Why so to perfect every part of the 
figure? It is to be placed behind one of the pillars of the 
temple, and not one in a thousand visitors will ever panse 
before this statue to note the care and correctness of its 
execution.” “The gods,” said the artist,” look upon my 
work; the gods know whether it is perfect.” 

Sabbath-school, our God the 
he Saviour, our God the Holy Spirit, is 
looking upon our work, and is expecting us to be careful, 
faithful, earnest, sowing no tares; there will be a 
ous harvyest-home shouted by-and-by; and we may 
yo hered into that company, if saved by the blood 

ist. 

{Mr. Williams then addressed to the children some 
questions on Scripture, which they answered in — 
bee a prec on three verses of the hymn, “ 

year away.” 

Mr. Wit11am's: It is the custom to close our exercises 
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nee and wma | of preparation for the service of such 
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i,t pl the 
tion of the teacher for the instruction 
¢ Sabbath. The subject of a more gene- 
ral pre; tion, ——s the qualifications for his of- 
fice, I Hs not propose to discuss. It is enough to say on 
this head, that in freaking of the teacher, I have not in 
mind one with any extraordinary gifts of na- 
_ture, or furnished with any unusual advan! of edu- 
cation and culture. @ one may not, |, be ex- 
ya cinnd po view; in yh field of labor there is am- 

room, exercise of the most 
exalted talents; but are not only rare, but, 
in the wise providence of the great Giver of all good, 
they are not even, Tataan ristian use- 
fulness. I have rather in & disciple of Christ of 
ordinary intel! and ed but filled with that 
real love of ness, and that generous zeal for sclf- 
improvement and growth in all t is great and good 
in personal character, which ‘pe ty ets in the 
soul antl developes int the life. Thix, then, is the teacher 
we contemplate. He belongs to a school the interests 
of whieh lie near his heart, He is entrns with a 
claks, every Mehiber of which has a cherishe place in 
his thoughts, his affections, his rayers. He looks for- 
ward to his Sabbath meeting with his class, and his oc- 
cupation there, and his anxious inquiry often is, What 
is the best preparation I can make? What are the ele- 
ments of such a preparation ? 

A chief element is, of course, the study of the Bible. 
The Stinday-school has been well called a Bible-school. 
This is ité distinction—its unique distinction, so far as I 
know, among all the educational institutions of the 
world—that the Bible is its sole and exclusive text- 
book. This sacred text-book, then, the teacher must 
study ; he cannot ch except he first learn; and he can 
learn to any real good purpose only by study. He 
must be a Bible stndent—a constant, diligent, prayerful 
Bible student, and well were it, not only for the Sunday- 
school, but for the whole Christian church, if such st y 
might warrant the application, to every teacher, in its 
largest and best sense, of the old Latin proverb, “Be- 
ware of the man of one book.” In the times in which 
we live, noted far more for a busy outward activity than 
for inward plation, for a ifold and superficial 
rather than for much and meditative reading, is there 
not a great deficiency in a constant, earnest, and fruit- 
ful study of the Scriptures?’ When we come to facta, is 
there very much Bible reading which can be fitly called 
in the language of an old theologian, “a daily weigh- 
ing” of the word, or, in the Saviour’s language, a “ search- 
ing of the Scriptures?” Can many of us claim kindred 
with the “noble Jews” of Berea, in that we “receive the 
word with all readiness of mind, and search the Scrip- 
tures daily?” Have we such a delight in the Bible that 
we can say with sincerity, “Oh, how love I thy law! it 
is my meditation all the day,” or in those like words. 
“Thy testimonies are the rejoicing of my heart?” Are 
there really many whose fruitful Christian lives answer 
to the Psalmist’s image of the “ man whose delight is in 
the law of the Lord; he shall be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season; his leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper?” Whatever answers we may give 
to these questions, we may be sure that it is just this 
language, and these examples of the Bible, which ought 
to be illustrated in the life of the Sunday-school teacher 
if he truly prepared for his duties. 

But let us try to unfold this general view into some 
particulars. Let ua suppose a teacher, such as any one 
of us, setting himself at his chosen time and place to 
ee of the given Scripture lesson for his 
class. 

































a clear understanding and knowledge of the passage be- 
fore him. In many schools it is customary to have a 
teachers’ meeting for the study of the lesson conducted 
by the superintendent, or, what is still better, by the 
pastor of the church. Such a plan has many and great 
adventages; and if practicable, should, perhaps, always 
be adopted. But no such meeting for instruction should 
supersede the teacher's personal and private efforts to 
reach the understanding of the lesson. And what we 
need, most of all, from the beginning to the end of our 
study, is to bring our own minds, by close and patient 
attention, by deyout reading and meditation, into near 
communion with the “mind of the spirit,” as it is re- 
vealed to usin the inspired word. We do dishonor to 
God, as well as wrong to ourselves, if we do not faith- 
fully and actively apply the powers which he has given 
us for the apprehension of his truth. Suppose it were 
possible for any one of us to commune with the Saviour 
face to face, to listen to his loving voice, to hear him 

n the Scriptures, and “beginning at Moses and all 
the prophets, expound the Scriptures concerning him- 
self,” think you we should be content to forego such a 
blessed privilege, and take those divine communications 
from others, even though they might tell us with 
“burning hearts” of what he had talked with them- 
selves, and “of what things were done by the way?”— 
And though we may not have these personal, living 
teachings, certainly we should try to bring ourselves as 
directly and as near as we may to the “mind of the 
Lord,” as it is revealed to us in his own word, and the 
words of his apostles by “holy men of God, who spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

If, then, we should understand the truth as it is in 
Jesus, let us first come straight to the Bible itself; and 
that it may be its own expositor, let us have a Reference 
Bible, and, for the New Testament, a Harmony of the 
Gospels. Let us read the passage and study and ponder 
it, Let us examine it in whole and in part, by word 
and by verse, in its immediate and its remoter connec- 
tions, inwardly praying, the while, and expecting with 
our prayers that spiritual discernment, which is needed 
to know the things of the Spirit of God. It is wonder- 
ful how God rewards such prayerful efforts of even the 





with prayer. We have one prayer at the 
and one at the close—not so many prayers, I think, as 
some superintendents have at the concert. In our school 
we have a teacher's prayer-meeting, where we meet to 
pray for our Sabbath-school. At our concerts it is the 
custom for the whole congregation to join in the last 
hymn. Occasionally I vary the exercises. remember 
at times I have asked the scholars to bring me on slips of 
paper the passage of ure, which, above all era, 
they would wish to save if the Bible were destroyed. Of 
course ag oe are the very best in the 
Bible—* God so loved the world that he gave his only be- 
gotten son,” and kindred passages. 

[The exercises of the concert were here brought to a 
close. 

a ie, dismiss us with thy blessing,” was then sung; a 
prayer was offered_by Rev. George Trask, of Fitchburg ; 
and the Conventioffhdjourned till the following morning 
at 9 o'clock. 


Fourth Session. 
Thursday Morning. 


HE Convention assembled at 9 o’clock—opened with 

prayer by the Rey. Mr. Eppy, of Northampton. 

The Committee appointed to nominate a State Central 
Committee for the ensuing year, reported the following 
names: 

STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE: 

B. W. Williams, N. P. Kemp, Jacob Sleeper, Joshua 
Lincoln, W. C. Chapin, 8. Souther, B. 8, Codman, Henry 
Hoyt, Edwin Chase, Daniel Kingsley, David Wood, Na- 
than Allen, M. H. Sargent, Oliver Marcy, J. Russell 
Bradford, Wm. B. May. 

The next order of business was the reading of 


Pref. Lincoln’s Essay. 

Essay of Pror. Joun L. Lincotn, of Brown University, 
Providence, R. I.:—You are gathered here to-lay, my 
friends, from various homes and churches as Sunday- 
school teachers. I consider it a privilege to be one of 
your company ; and in response to the call of your Com- 
mittee to stand here on this spot, hallowed by such 
Christian memories, and speak ‘to my brethren of this 
Convention who are one with me,and those with whom it 
is my fortune to labor in a neighboring State, in devo- 
tion to the great and good work of Christian education. 
Ican hardly i ne circumstances of time and place 
more auspici 4 Sunday-school meeting than those 
under which this Convention is here and now assembled. 
This ancient and beautiful town, made so fair and glori- 
ous by the hand of nature, and so enriched in its past 
history with the diviner wonders of God’s grace;—not 
more beautiful in its river-banks, and its hills and its 
valleys, now clothed with even more than their wonted 
richness of verdure, than in the holy example of sainted 
men, whose praise is in all the churches, who have lived 
and labored here, and left behind them the “blessed 
memory of the just.” What spot could be more propiti- 
ous for the meeting of a company of Christian men and 
women, devoted to the religious education of the young! 
I count it, too, a special felicity that this Sunday-school 
gathering occurs at this early summer time of the year. 
Like youth in the life of man is this leafy month of 
June in the life of the “rolling year,’—a season all 
bright and joyous with hope and promise; and it has 
seemed to me this morning that all nature was in har- 
mony with us in the glad sights and sounds that greet 
us from the delightful rural scenes in the midst of 
which we are met. From the green earth all about us, 
now starting into a young and luxuriant life under the 
genial influence of sunshine and rain, and the soft sum- 
mer air,—from the flowers of the fields, and the rich fo- 
liage of the trees, from the bursting buds and the 
springing grain, from all these we may catch so many 
lessons of faith and hope, as sowers in the soil of youth, 
of the good seed of the word. So, too, we will believe, 
shall this soil, that we plant and water, be softened and 
quickened by the influence of God’s grace, and be re- 
newed even like the face of nature in this bright sum- 
mer time, and bring forth fruit unto everlasting life.— 
Under circumstances such as these we may come to our 
duties here with gladness of heart, assured that the 
best results wait upon auspices so propitious. 

In seeking to discharge the duties allotted to me to- 
day, I have thought it desirable to fix upon a theme of 
& practical character; and accordingly, I have selected 
one which has a direct bearing upon our weekly duties 
in the Sunday-school, in the hope that, by its considera- 
tion, we may come to perform these duties with yet 
more efficiency and success. It is The Sunday-school 

f ’ Preparation for his Class. To some sugges- 
tions upon this theme, I ask your attention. 

_We have already taken an important step towards a 
right preparation, when we have reached a settled con- 
viction of its necessity. And such a conviction must 
always be awakened by any thoughtful view of the 
greatness and solemn issues of our work. Consider only 
that as Christ’s disciples, and as members of his church, 
we undertake to be religious instructors of the young— 
to teach them God’s holy word, and bring them to the 
knowledge and practical reception of its saving truths. 
With every Sabbath that dawns upon us to remind us 
of him who is “the Resurrection and the Life,’ we 
meet a class of children or of young persons, to teach 
them the great facts belonging to his birth, his holy 
life, and his atoning sufferings and death—to inculcate 
upon them his precepts, to unfold to them his doctrines, 
and with God’s blessing upon our humble endeavors, to 
mould them to his likeness, by faith in him, and by 
obedience to his commandments. How pressing the 
need of due preparation for a work so great 80 SO 
lemn! The Serle: we utter in the ears of that group of 
listeners, the impressions we make, the teachings we 





bi student of his word. To such a one, ever 
poy @ babe in human knowledge, are yet revealed 
the things which are hidden from the wise and prudent. 
Celestial light shines in upon his mind; his eyes are 
opened so that he knows Jesus in his word; familiar 
verses grow all bright with a significance he had 
never seen or thought of; the difficulties that he looked 
for are all rolled away like the stone from the door of 
the sepulchre; he beholds wondrous things out of God's 
law, and all the riches of its truth come crowding in 
upon his astonished view. 

But the question may here arise, Are we then to dis- 
pense and do away with all auxiliary works in studying 
the Bible? Not at all. Let us thankfully and diligent- 
ly use all really auxiliary books we can get; only, let 
us use them aright. One class of books is indispensa- 
ble; those which illustrate the geography, Mistory, and 
antiquities of the Bible—and, happily, these are within 
the reach of all, and of excellent character. With other 
works, desirable to have, which I cannot enumerate, we 
all need a good Bible Dictionary, and the best maps that 
can be had, These, of course, we should consult for the 
explanation of every allusion to places, and to social 
and national manners and customs; and all such topics 
it is important so to study that we may get a vivid and 
picture-like view of the events and the scenes of which 
we read, and of the life of the people whence they are 
drawn. 

So, too, we should avail ourselves of really good com- 
mentaries, and other expository works. I think, how- 
ever, we have all discovered, that, for most parts of 
Scripture, the number of commentaries really needed is 
very small; and for the obscurer and more difficult 
parts the number is still smaller, of those which can 
fully supply our need. But really good books let us re- 
ligiously covet, and seek and get, so far as we can, and 
read and study—-the more the better if they are read 
and studied to good purpose. But it is of vital moment, 
practically, to know the true uses of all such works. It 
is clear that we ought not to use them primarily, so as 
to become prey l by the opini of others, how- 
ever great may be their wisdom and piety; nor may we 
ever take them so implicitly and ively as to impede 
the activity and healthy growth of our own minds. 
Commentaries are expecially good and useful when they 
are suggestive, and quicken the powers of the mind. 
Like * words of the wise” they should be “ goads,” to 
stimulate to independent thought and reflection. Also 
when rightly considered and used, they are helps, as, 
indeed, they are often called helps to study of the Bible : 
but here, as in all things, “helps” are really valuable 
only to those who help themselves;—all others they 
a 4 hurt, and even weaken and cripple. 

ey do us service so far as they ald in removing diffi- 
culties; but then these difficulties must be real to our- 
selves; they must be seen and known and deeply felt; 
and no Hercules can help us on our way unless we put 
our own shoulders to the wheel and exert ourselves to the 
utmost tension of our energies. And let us see to it, that 
in this part of our preparation, whatever sound views, 
whatever valuable truth we get, be all truly appropriated 
and made our own by our own reflection. Let not the 
teacher rely upon the commentary in the class, or have its 
expositions—be they ever so rich and just—only in the 
memory, or lying as it were on the outside of the mind a 
kind of mechanical appliance or appendage. Rather let 
all the knowledge he receives, like all true spiritual 
nutriment, be inwardly digested by the mind, and in- 
wrought into its very texture and being by its own vital 
and healthful action. 

But the teacher has not only to study the Bible but 
also to consult how and with what ends in view he may 
communicate the results of his study. This makes another 
element of his preparation. In general let us ever re- 
member that every time we meet the class we are to 
strive to promote their better acquaintance with the 
Bible. As we ought to be Bible students, se must we be 
Bible teachers. It is sonee which we are te commu- 
nicate—the knowledge of the Bible. We are told that 
“the lips of the wise dispense knowledge,” and “ because 
the preacher was wise he still taught the people know- 
ledge.” In religious, as in all teaching, real and possible 
knewledge must be im as the food of the soul— 
needful to its life and growth. All the Sunday lessons 
ought ever to be enriching the pupil’s mind more and 
more with the treasures of Bible truth. This is essential 
if we would do him real and lasting good. And what a 
priceless gift is it for one to get in his childhood and youth 
this divine knowledge—God’s own words fixed in the me- 
mory, and the riches of their saving truth planted deep in 
the soul—the seed of spiritual blessing yet to come up in 
all after day’ and years, amid the duties and the cares, 
the temptations and the moral trials of life! Happy is 
the child, happy the family of children who are blessed 
with such @ gift: “Happy ' that people that is in such a 
case.” Their God is the Lord, he will be the glory of 
their strength, and they shall walk in the light of his 
countenance. 

And that we may really impart this gift as a lasting 
possession, we must take it into account in our prepara- 
tions that we be ready and able to arouse the attention of 
the pupil and stimulate his own mind to activity during 
the hour of teaching. Our business is not to lecture or 
to preach, but to teach, and our work is one not alone of 
Christian instruction, but of Christian education. We 
need to start inquiry as well as guide and control it; to 
awaken as well as gratify a love of knowledge; to keep 
up an eager and sacred curiosity to understand the sub- 
ject of the passage in its meaning and its scope, and to get 
at the substance of instruction there may be in it, and 
thence to press onward yet farther into the ever widen- 
ing, ever alluring realms of truth. Hence the work of 
catechizin, practice so old and honored in the Chris- 
tian church, must pertain more or less, in one form or 
other, to every Sunday-school class; and whether it be 
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scarcely any! except that they were very hard 
—- 7 Te it} ible that a child generally understands 


us when we him that he must have a “new heart,” or 

that he mnst “be converted?” And so of other 

sions, such as “ ration,” “ - ther 
eo 


like. These, and many others like them, 
are, are yet either theol terms, or embody general or 
abstract conceptions, or else are so remote from the men- 
tal amosiations of children that a understand 
them ex special e: 
not, indeet, shun such words; end if they are Bible 
words, let them, with the verse that contains them, be 
repeated again and again in the ear of the pupil, fixed in- 
delibly in the memory, and by heart; but then, 
let us teach their meaning so clearly that the young mind 
may associate with them distinct and correct ideas. 

Indeed, I may say, the great truths which such terms 
express might perhaps even with children of a larger 
growth minister far more to their edifying if they were 
clothed in the customary English speech of our every 
day life. And with this clearness of communication it is 
desirable to combine unity and concentration in our 
teaching. In a single lesson we cannot teach well a great 
many things; and various and discursive remarks fail, 
especially with children, of making a definite and lasting 
impression. The Scripture passage that makes up the 
Sunday’s lesson will generally yield to the right study 
and meditation some one central religious truth; and 
that one truth first mastered and made our own, weshould 
use our best efforts by all ible means to — De 
manently in the mind of the po il. Probably all of us 
who have been blessed in early life with religious 
teaching can recall at this moment ny such a lesson as 
this, and can distinguish and well nigh see the very truth 
which was then first sown in the soul, and has ever since 
been frui good influence. 

I will ca other remark under this head, though it 
is a familiar one. Our teaching ought to be illustrative— 
drawn from analogies of nature or of human life, from 
examples, narrative, bi phy, history. With what 
sublime simplicity did the Saviour teach, drawing from 
the commonest objects in nature, and the most familiar 
eyents and human relations—the lilies of the field, the 
fowls of the air, the vine, the fruitful trees, the fields 
white to the harvest, the falling of a tower, the prodigal 
son, to set forth and illustrate the greatest truths of mo- 
rals and religion! If we would obey his command given 
toone of the chiefest of his apostles, “ feed my lambs” — 
words which themselves illustrate this quality of his 
teaching—we must here, too, remark well the footsteps of 
his great example and try to follow in them. 

But let me pass on to observe, that with the image of 
Christ ever before us as a redeeming Saviour, as well as 
a teacher, we must make all our teachings directly sub- 
serve religious ends. By every hour of instruction, by 
every lesson taught, we must not only inform the mind 
with truth, but with all faithfulness and Christian love 
apply that truth to the conscience and the heart. “Know- 
ledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. And if any man 
thinketh that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing 
yet a8 he oughtto know. But ifany man love God, the 
same is known of him.” The knowledge we impart must 
become practical; it must edify, that is, build up the 
soul in love, faith, and holy obedience. The end of all 
knowledge of the Bible is to renew the heart, to renovate 
and sanctify the life, and save the soul. This seems to be 
the idea of the Apostle when he reminds Timothy of his 
early Christian nurture, “and that from a child thou hast 
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus.” 

It is a good indication that im all our Sunday-school 
meetings we are constantly urged to labor for the conver- 
sion of our scholars; and that we are kept familiar with 
this great aim of Christian instruction. But perhaps we 
are in great danger of forgetting what lies beyond, and is 
no less fundamental and important. Do we enough con- 
sider that the true end ofall religious education is not 
conversion only, but rather the building up of a trne and 
complete Christian character? There is much reason to 
fear that there is a serious deficiency in all our practical 
estimate of this vital tter. It may be that even in 
laboring and praying for the conversion of the young, and 
in looking for some of its signs with which we are most 

+ We are wanting in our faith in the power of 
Christian truth, and in the largeness of God’s renewing 
grace. But in the joy we have in first discerning Scrip- 
tural evidence of youthful piety, is there not something 
of the feeling that now all is gained, and that our anxiety 
may be at anend? Or do we try enough to promote, by 
careful and continuous culture, the growth of that bud- 
ding piety, its expansion and ripening into the mature 
fruit of real Christian character? Last year was justly 
one < Es rejoicing on account of the large number of 
conversions reported from the various Sunday-schools 
throughout the country. I observed in the minutes of 
this Convention the cheering fact that between four and 
five thousand conversions from the schools here repre- 
sented had occurred during the year. Now ought we not 
this year to ask if we have so been directing our subse- 
quent efforts that the statistics might count up to-day the 
same large number of young les who have been 
making a st: tforward progress in that faith of the 
just that shineth more and more unto the perfect day? 
Have we thopght enough during the year, and do we 
think enough to-day, whether we can record a like num- 
ber of instances of beautiful and vigorous growth in all 
that belongs to the divine life—in “ whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever thin, 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report?” “Let us 
think on these things.” Let us not,in our zeal fora 
change of heart, neglect to cultivate those Christian vir- 
tues graces which are at once the fruits of such a 
change, and the only sure evidence of its genuineness. 
While we insist no less than we do upon inward piety, let 
us insist far more upon its every-day outward results— 
that words, and actions, habits, conduct, demeanor, all 
bear upon them the stamp of a Christian excellence. 
While we teach that the heart must be right in the sight 
of God, let us also teach, and ever go on to teach, that the 
life must be modelled after the perfect life of Christ. And 
let us widen our practical view of the Christian life and 
character, so that it may come nearer the exceeding 
broadness of Christ’s commandment. Our range of 
Christian duty ought not, byte pd to be limited to 
church observances, to Sunday and other public services— 
it ought to stretch out far beyond these bounds, into the 
wide circle of all human life and relations. Not in the 
church alone, nor in attendance on religious meetings, 
but everywhere, in the family, in the school, in business, 
in the State, in society, is the disciple of Christ to show 

forth the religion of his Master. 

All that is right, and noble, and generous in character— 
all the moralities, and the graceful courtesies of inter- 
course—houesty, justice, truthfulness, purity, gentleness, 
a kindly and forgiving spirit—everything indeed that 
belongs to the possibilities of human goodness, must come 
into our practical idea ofa Christian—of one who would 
“come unto a perfect man, untothe measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ.” These great ends, then, let us 
have as Sabbath-school teachers, and keep them before us 
in all our preparations. 

In thinking of duties such as these, which enter into 
the work of a Sabbath-school teacher, we may be disposed 
to feel and say that they are beyond our reach—that we 
cannot discharge them. We may exclaim, as who does not 
in any Christian labor, “Who is sufficient for these 
things?” But this very sense of insufficiency, when 
deepiy felt, belongs fundamentally to all religious prepa- 
ration, a large theme in itself, on which I would like to 
dwell, but which in closing I can only briefly touch. 
Such a sense of insufficiency, when it springs from right 
views of ourselves, our work, our responsibility, is really 
the most fruitful source of moral strength. en we are 
weak then we arestrong. It begets a seriousness of mind 
which makes us walk with thoughtful step in our path of 
labor. Keeping us ever conversant with the greatness of 
Christian truths and their glorious ends, it inspires the 
needed interest and self-devotement, and incites us to vi- 
gilant and earnest effort. 

Above all, it induces and preserves a profound convic- 
tion of our dependance upon God, of whom alone is all 
our sufficiency, and whose grace is sufficient for all who 
seek toserve him. With such a conviction of depend- 
ence, and its necessary fruit the habitual spirit and prac- 
tice of prayer, all our duties may be done—all of us may 
do them. We haveall learned from our experience that 
we can do nothing without prayer—that we must live 
and abide in prayer as the spiritual atmosphere of the 
soul. Without the influence that comes down from 
above, by prayer, we cannot promote in ourselves or in 
others the Christian spiritand character. This spiritual 
influence must be with us at all times, at every step— 
when we study, when we instruct, when we try to im- 
press the truth by persuasion, exhortation, entreaty, and 
lead and draw the hearts and minds of the young to 
Christ and the Christian life. And yet, if it is such 
prayer as the Bible puts forth, it must be importunate 
and earnest; it must be fervent,even to supplication, 
mourning and weeping. Most significant are some of the 
Bible examples of prayer. The prophet Hosea says of 
Jacob’s prevailing prayer that “he wept and made sup- 
plication.” It ix recorded of Ezra that “he prayed and 
confessed, weeping,” and of Hezekiah that “he prayed 
and wept sore,” or, as it stands in the margin “ wept 
with a great weeping.” And of our Lord, the ifich Priest 

of our profession, is it not written that he offered up 
prayers and supplications “ with strong crying and tears?” 
Yes; and let us add the Apostle’s words “ unto him that 
was able to save him from death, and was heard, in that 
he feared.” This isthe prayer that is heard—always 
heard. And Sunday-school teaching that should have 
such praying for its preparation—what might not be its 
results! The seeds sown in the tears of prayer, whocan 
tell hiow fruitful a harvest it may yield? for “they that 
sow in tears shall reap in joy. te that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless coma 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” 
Debate on the Essay. 

The subject before the Convention, according to the 
programme, was an hour’s discussion on the above essay. 

A motion had been made that a committee be appointed 
to nominate one man from each county, whose duty it 


should be to collect statistics of the Sabbath-schools of 


his county, and correspond with the State Central Com- 
mittee. This motion was amended by making it read, 
“One man of each denomination in each county.” 

A committee of five had been appointed to nominate 
such a committee, 

A DELEGATE remarked :—I have been informed by a 
majority of the committee appointed yesterday, that the 
amendment to the motion to appoint one man from each 
county, is caleulated to destroy the efficacy of the mo- 
tion. The plan proposed is impracticable. It is not pos- 
sible for a committee to be chosen here who can nomi- 
nate sixty men as the amendment would require. I 
therefore move a reconsideration of the motion. 

ANOTHER DELEGATE remarked :—Before the vote is taken 
I wish to say a word. The business which is left in 
charge, by the Convention, with that committee, is a very 
importatnt one if we wish to succeed—if we wish to ac- 
complish —a In order that a statistical table 
shall be of any value, it must be as nearly perfect as pos- 
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the schools the most readily. It seems to me that the 

suggestion made by the mover of the 

was a just one, that the persons connected with the seve- 
ions could 


ral denominat more effectually secure these sta- 
tistics. . It be so well, nor so easy for a 
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one individual is 
with the ministers and men of his own church connec- 
tion. It is an important thing that the man should be 
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Sunday-school than even in the morning service. 
_ The Rev. Groner Trask, of Fitchburg, well known for 
his efforts in the “anti-tobacco” cause, made “ one of his 








well acquainted with the pastors and members of his own 
denomi te secure the fullest returns. 4 
I therefore this matter will not be idered, 
was ahedthe Hierientiee, Pel give the time to 
plete this organizati e wor! coun 


end of the year, and 

this nominating committee could be clothed with autho- 
rity to use their best to get the right men in 
the right places. They could hate time to accomplish 
this in the future, and publish their results in the papers, 
Mr. Herr Hort, Boston :—Were it in order I should 





| adhd. duce to the C ti Co Saws it of 
necticut, (Mr. Tru who is posted on this very 
point of statistical in! He has been thoroughly 


at work inghat State, and I hope he may be heard. 
Mr. B. Ww Wiiuams reminded the Convention of the 
order of business reported for the hour—the discussion of 


the essay, 

On motion of Mr. Horr, the thanks of the Convention 
were tendered to Professor Lincoln, for his “able, inter- 
esting, and most instructive address on this occasion ;” 
and a copy was requested for publication. 

Mr. a3. Wateat, of South Boston:—I wish to make 
asi tion or two. I have been much interested not 
only in the address which has been delivered to us this 
morning, but by many of the sayings and doings brought 
to the notice of this Convention. I see by the programme 
which has been adopted by the Convention, that it is now 
in order for the discussion of the essay, and other remarks 
on the general interests of Salbath-schools. But every- 
thing must have « beginning. I think this Convention 
isan improvement on former Conventions of the kind, 
although this is the first that I have had the honor to at- 
tend as a delegate. The suggestions I want to make are 
in reference to this point, that this Convention, annually 
assembled, of the Sabbath-school teachers of Massachu- 
setts ought to result in some practical improvement, if 
improvement can be made, in the present system of Sab- 

th-schools, We cannot expect that in one or two years 

an assembly of teachers can be got together in such a 
way 06 to suggest all the wisdom which time may de- 
velope; but, sir, I am inclined to think that as this is the 
Fifth State Convention, it ought to be able to suggest for 
the thought and reflection of the teachers of the State 
during the coming year, something which when again we 
are assembled, should develope some plan which may im- 
prove the character of those efforts which the Sunday- 
school is putting forth. 

The church calls the Sunday-school its nursery. We 
were told yesterday by a Sabbath-school superintendent— 
I noted the language—that the work of the Sabbath- 
school teacher was the greatest work in which a man 
could eng nd yet we were told by Sunday-school 
superinte: its who represented to us yesterday va- 
rious methods by which they opened and closed their 
schools, facts that show conclusively that this great work 
of taking care of the nursery of the church was all 
jammed in to within ten and forty minutes between the 
other exercises of tue Sabbath. 

Now, sir, I am a practical man; I am not a clergyman, 
but I believe in that which produces the greatest results 
with the least labor—which does not throw away a vast 
amount of labor only to produce sinall results. I propose to 
ask two questions, for the purpose of having them printed 
in the minutes for the consideration of the Sunday-school 
teachers of the State. We live ina fastage. Everything 
goes on the compressing principle. Everything is driven, 
both in every day business matters of life and in religion. 
Everything is overworked, overtasked. I know for one, 
poor clergymen who are worked like pack-horses; and in 
perhaps nine cases out of ten give two poorly 
sermons to their people, when if they were not so driven, 
one sermon would last a week for proper understanding 
and digestion. So too the Sunday-school teacher is made 
to get up in the morning, and if he is an active man he 
attends the prayer-meeting, church services, rushes home 
to dinner, rushes back again, rushes home again and then 
back again to the evening meeting, and has in general a 
rushing life of it. Now this cannot result in so much 

vod as a little more moderation. And my two questions, 

propose to Sunday-school teachers, to see whether 
something cannot be done to relieve the pastors and the 
Sunday-school teachers from being overridden with the 
work which they have entered. I believe it may be done, 
and greater results accomplished without this driving. 

Can any plan be devised to secure to those engaged 
in Sunday-school instructiqgn more time for private read- 
ing and meditation on the Sabbath than they can now 
enjoy if they attend all the religious meetings of the 
societies with which they are connected?” 

“Is it possible, and if so, would it be expedient to sub- 
stitute, in some form, the exercises of the Sabbath-school 
for one of the public services of the Lord’s day!” 

A resolution to print these questions was made and 
carried. 

Rev. H. M. Parsons, of Springfield :—The first thought 
in the admirable eseay to which we have listened, is a 
thought well expressed—and common with some I have 
felt——it is in reference to the truths of the Bible—the im- 
pression that the inculcation of Bible truth is the great 
object of the Sunday-school enterprise, and in con- 
nection with that, the enlargement of the field and 
scope of the Sunday-school. It is a fact which all 
have felt that the Sunday-school has been compressed 
into a few moments of time; and if with this 
disadvantage, under God’s blessing, it has wrought 
such mighty results as we have heard since this Conven- 
tion has come together, what might not this same insti- 
tution accomplish if it were given a fair field for ope- 
ration. 

In order to the inculcation of Bible truth in the Sun- 
day-school effectively and effectually, the whole church 
must go to work. So faras my experience and observation 
extend, it is a fact that our Sunday-school workers—man, 
noble spirits—are worked down even to premature deat! 
through the Sabbath and the services connected with it. 
Can any plan be devised by which the whole church can 
go to work in the Sunday-school cause ? 

I wish to state some facts in the history of my own 
church bearing on this subject. I was settled at Foring- 
field some five years ago. The first thought I had in 
coming into the ministry, was that the d of the 
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h speeches,” in which he introduced the 
questi: 
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Mr. Henry Hoyt, of Boston :—We have here probably 
from fifty to one hundred pastors of churches, and this 
matter of a sermon is one which y affects 
them, and we desire to place the subject be them, 
that they may go home to their people, and 
prayerfully the question whether the Sunday-school 
should take the place of the prevailing second service or 
otherwise, I wae eevee to of that matter, but to 
say that this qu of how far these 150 or 200,000 chil- 
dren out of the Sunday-school shall be t within its 
saving influence is a matter of the concei 
moment to every Christian man and woman in this as- 
sembly. As one of the means of throwing light on this 
subject, I beg leave to introduce Mr. Trumbull, of Con- 
necticut. 

Mr. H. C. Tremavit, Hartford:;—I fear I shall be judged 
as following the “law of adaptation” rather than the pro- 
gramme, if Tspeak just now on the subject concerning 
which Brother Hoyt desires information. As a repre- 
sentative from Connecticut, however, I may say that we 
held our first State Sabbath-school Convention two years 
since in imitation of Massachusetts, as did also New 
York, Indiana, Tilinois, New Jersey, Vermont, Wiscon- 
sin, and other States. Massachusetts took the lead in 
this matter, but pardon me if I say we in Connecticut 
think she has not keptit. At our Convention, brothers 
Pardee and Woodruff, from New York, were present, 
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and they suggested to us that without any c 
machinery of organization, we should, by a simple reso- 
lution, form ourselves into a State Sabbath-school asso- 
ciation, appointing a secretary for each county, to ga- 
ther statistics, to bring the facts before the churches 
and people, to look out the waste places, and in every 
proper way to labor for the increase and improvement 
of Sabbath-schools in his field. We acted accordingly, 
and our secretaries went to work. Four months after 
our convention, we published, with our first report, sta- 
tistics of more Sabbath-schools than you published with 
your fourth: and with our second report—eighteen 
months after our first convention—we gave the statis- 
tics of five-sixths of all the schools in our State of every 
denomination, being a larger number than you in this 
great Commonwealth have gathered for your fifth. 

The facts developed by the labors of our county secre- 
taries so startled our people that they went to work in 
earnest to reach the children who were yet out of the 
Sabbath-school, and our second repert showed a gain of 
upwards of 5,000 scholars in the different schools over 
the attendance of the year previous, The friends of the 
Sabbath-echool cause in Connecticut are now hard at 
work. We would be glad to do more than we have done 
for the perfecting of our system of discipline and in- 
struction, had we time to attend to this matter. We 
would be glad to see the Sunday-echool host of our State 
“fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an 
army with banners,” well trained and appointed, and 
complete and thorough in its organization; but when 
there came to us the cry of danger from the vicinity of 
Lexington and Concord, our Sabbath-school Putnams and 
Hales were ready even toleave their ploughs in the un- 
finished furrows, and without coats, or in homespun garb, 
to grasp their ole “King’s arm” with the clumsy flint 
lock, and throw themselves, with the irregularity, per- 
haps, but with the zeal and impetuosity of untrained 
volunteers into the battle for the cause of the “glorious 
liberty of the children of God.” And now, when the 
officers of our “Sunday-school army” assemble in 
Btate conclave, it is not for purposes of drill or parade, 
not to perfect themselves even in the detail of military 
tactics, but they meet as a council of war, to compare 
notes as to the position and manceuvres of the enemy, to 
report progress, and to plan a yet more vigorous cam- 
paign for the future. 

We feel in Connecticut that it will not do to neglect 
those children who are now destitute of Sabbath-school 
and sanctuary privileges. If, for instance, here in Mas- 
sachusetts, there are, as is claimed, 150,000 euch needy 
youth, it is essential to your own safety that they be 
speedily cared for. if left to perish, they will not perish 
alone. They will drag others with them to ruin. They 
will poison the moral atmosphere even to the destruc- 
tion of many of the children now in the Sabbath-school. 
They must be sought out, must be reached and rescued, or 
your little ones are in continual and imminent danger. 
We feel, moreover, like Richard Baxter, who said he 
never heard the bell toll the knell of a departing spirit 
but he asked himself the question, “What have I e 
for the salvation of that soul?” There has been sounded 
in your ears to-day, my friends, the dying knell of 150,- 
000 of your own Massachusetts’ youth. What have 
done for their salvation? What will youdo? What 
new measures of Christian endeavor for their spiritual 
welfare will you inaugurate before leaving this place, 
before the adjournment of this Sabbath-school Conven- 
tion. 

The Rev. Samvet Sovrner, of Worcester :—I wish to 
second that brother from connecticut. I sometimes 
think these great Conventions are like one of those mag- 
nificent galvanic batteries, where we come and get fully 
charged, but afterwards scatter to our different homes 
without taking the influence with us—and thus we fail 
of reaching the end for which we have assembled. 

It is not out of place to refer to that Telegraphic wire 
across the Atlantic, though it was pretty well drawn out 
last year. What's the reason, when we have got all the 
appliances of all the different inventions at hand that 
they did not put the messages through? Only because 
there was a defect in the cable. And wi we come up 
here or anywhere else to get informed and instructed in 
our duties and plans, to get fully charged, what’s the rea- 
son that these 150,000 children are not reached? It is 
just because we have no systematic, thoroughly organi- 
zed system to do the work. The great Napol t 
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ese agents not only to collect statistics, but 
to organize schools in the Commonwealth. These 
€ ‘it in the ti do it better, who will 
aikeae in their several denominations to do it. I 
would, therefore, move as an nt to the resolu. 
tion, that “one from each de i I 

the Convention be appointed agent in each county of 
the State to correspond with the State Central Commit- 
tee.” 








A motion was passed to reconsider the resolution ap- 
pointing a committee to nominate the county agents. An 
amendment was then offered that the matter of nomi- 
nating these secretaries or agents be left to the State 
Central Committee, and that they appoint one from each 
denomination in the several counties to correspond with 
them. An amendment to the amendment was then 
offered that the “State Central Committee should have 
the power to appoint one or more secretaries as they in 
their judgment saw best to the end that a more thorough 
organiza , and more active efficiency in the Sunday- 
oy cause may be commenced and carried cut forth 
with.” 

Onz delegate thought that his views of the whole mat- 
ter might not accord with many in assembly, and he 
was not going to enter into an argument to sustain those 
views—but he wished to utter his humble dissent to the 
entire plan, and express his opinion that the Convention 
ought to have nothing to do with matters of the sort. “T 
should prefer to restrict the Convention entirely to the 
same simple objects which it was supposed to have in 
view when it was first held four or five years ago. Its 
grand object was to stimulate first ourselves, by 
together, and then, through ourselves to stimulate the 
superintendents, teachers and people generally th 
out the State to do this very work themselves in their own 
towns and within their own districts, which this Conven- 
tion sar pecerenee to do by means of ana inted 5 
I think this plan would save us from collisions, and that 
we had better avoid even the appearance of evil. 

abs a al- 


One d i Pp here to-day has 
ready a good system within itself, somewhat anal- 


very 
gous to that which it is mapent here to adopt. It has 
its conventions, not throughout the State, but the sys- 
tem is in fine order in the eastern, central, and to some 
extent the western parts of the State. Among that peo- 
ple conventions are held yearly, to which delegates are 
sent from the schools, ring such q i as are 
answered here, and giving statistics which are published in 
the minutes ata great deal of expense of time and money. 
people, I apprehend, feel as if a movement like this 
now inaugurated is like the fifth wheel to a wagon, 

I think we are to go through just such opergtions as 
we have been year after year. I hope we may retreat 
entirely from the measure now inaugurated.” 

Mr. ALugrt Wooprvrr, of New York:—I consider that 
the question now before the Convention is one of the 
most important that has been before it since its organiza- 
tion. It is really difficult to say whether or not there shal 
be something organized here which shall practically 
reach to the utmost bounds of Massachusetts. In other 
words, it is a question serious to this extent,—whether or 
not Massachusetts shall go onward in this Sabbath- 
school movement; w or not these icy crustations 
of selfishness shall be melted off under the heat of State, 
and Cou! wh conv Whether not, 


nty, rentions. or 
from this time forward, that sy: will be carried out 
in Massachusetts which is to bring the sanctifying truths 
of God’s word in contact with every man, woman, and 
child in the State. This is important, too, because it in- 
volves the question whether the system 

own to sectarianism, which has been melted off a hundred 
times before in these conventions, so that we could scarcely 
see a trace of it left, or whether we shall rise above it. Now 
the plan which the resolution and « us pro- 
poses is simple. It leaves it to the State Central Committee 
to goon from this time h in the work of reach- 
ing the masses of neglected children to the utmost bounds 
of the State. Itinvolves the question whether this promi- 
be aggressi 








nent feature of Christian effort shall ve, 

spread from the centre to the circumference, or whether 

it shall be arrested in its beginning. I hope this resolu- 

tion will be discussed till to-morrow night, unless it is 

decided in such a way that the be cae 

jie J accumulated, may grow and spread throughout 
e State. 


ANOTHER DELEGATR thought it expedient to have all the 
d inati d might be harmon: 





and won his battles because hours and hours of the night 
season were spent with his data before him, patiently 
toiling, marking out and noting where every part of his 
forces and munitions of war were to be apportioned, a 

ping with his great mind all the phases of the ap- 





Lord, “ Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature,” was to the church—not in the pulpit 
only, but in the way of teaching—from having the gospel 
in the minds and hearts, and then shedding its influence 
and light through the family altar and the Sunday-school, 
to the way-side, the business places—everywhere. But in 
places where they are not doing this work, how shall we 
enlist them in it? The church must be taught to thinkin 
the Bible—that’s the idea. I talked it to the people, 
preached it to the people, talked it to the Sunday-school, 
and wanted to be there myself, but I could not with two 
sermons, and a third service. I then suggested that we 
allow the Sunday-school to take the place of the afterncon 
sermon—to give time for meditation and prayer, and then 
we might come up fresh to the afternoon Sunday-school 
services. Then I said I would go into the school myself. 
I wanted to be a teacher, to get hold of the mind; I want- 
ed to get hold of the grown-up men, that when the truth 
was preaehed it might not slide right over them; I want- 
ed to talk with them, and bring out their thoughts. 
About a year ago, with much trembling we determined to 
try the experiment. It was done with much trembling on 
the part of the people; many of the church men said it 
would be a failure, and some of my nersonal friends, im- 
penitent, said, “ You may try it, but we shan’t come in.” 
On the second Sabbath in September we tried it, and on 
that afternoon 312 came right into the service, and among 
them these very friends who had said they would not be 
present, sat in my class of 35 or 40 grown men, For 
our floating population we have had to have the third 
service—but it would be easier work for every minister 
if he could go into the Sunday-school himself, and have a 
class, and be with the people. And I would not care if the 
night service were given up—for I hold that one sermon 
is enough in the morning, taken home, well digested ; 
and let the congregation in the afternoon stu@y God’s 
word with all their heart, mind, and strength ; and then at 
night at his home let each man draw his fumily around the 
household altar, teaching them the great and holy truths 
of the Bible. Family religion is the bottom soil ; then the 
Sunday-school fits in—not usurps its place, and they all 
contribute to the great cause of the religious instruction 
of the young. 

Mr. Pratt, of Middleboro, fully and cordiaily concur- 
red in the remarks of the last two speakers. “We come 
up here to work. I am from Plymouth county, the 
land of the Pilgrims, where we ought to be religious and 

people. We feel interested in the great work, and 
we don’t want to be talking merely, but doing some- 
thing for the cause. And now let us know how we are 
to get in those 150,000 children that don’t go to Sunday- 
school. Let us put our shoulder to the wheel, as we 
were told yesterday, and strive to gather in these neg- 
lected children. I am a business man, and I think if we 
all were to go to work «us business men, we should see 
the cause prosper and go forward triumphantly, with 
the blessing of God.” 

The Rey. E. H. Nevry, D. D., Chelsea:—I am glad this 
question has been taken up. It was suggested at the 
last meeting in Newburyport, and advocated with ear- 
nestness, but I have not heard of much being accom- 
plished. As a pastor I cordially concur with the re- 
marks made by the last two or three speakers. I have 
felt it true that ministers have been almost worked to 
death. The present system of operation is crushing the 
minister, and he is going to the grave, although the 
people do not see the cause of it. It would be better if 
the pastor could go to work in the Sabbath-school, on 
the score of usefulness, What does he do? He takes a 
single text of Scripture and preaches it—and his people 
hear nothing else from him but four or eight such texts 
in a month; but im the Sabbath-school the minister 
comes in, takes a large Bible class of perhape fifty per- 
sons, there to break unto them the bread of life, and 
impart the knowledge freely which he may have. If the 
word of God is of any value, it is doubly blessed when 
the minister and people co-operate in dispensing the 
truth to the lambs of the flock by gathering some 300 or 
400 of the little ones into the Sunday-school. It is one 
of the most blessed privileges a minister could wish to 
enjoy. 

“The plan suggested by the brother from Springfield is 
a good one. e sermon a day is enough on Sabbath for 
the minister and people, and it then gives an opportu- 
nity for caring more for the children. Where is the 
strength of the church to come from? Where are they 
to be had who will take the places when the ministers 
and fathers and mothers are dead? From the lambs of 
the flock, What then is done for their instruction and 
edification in holy things? Why, the minister comes 
once & month by invitation and says a few to these 
lam! nds sometimes five minutes in addressing 
them! We wonder why the lambs of the flock are not 
converted, They never will be converted till we feel 
what is the great object of the existence of the chureh— 
to hand down from fathers to children, and from chil- 
dren to children a pure, undefiled religion. 

I wish that all the members of this Convention would, 
when they go home, get at their ministers, and elders, 
and people, and give them no peace till something of the 
plans proposed were entered upon, and the suggestions 
made here carried out. If they go at it determined to do 
it, as did some ladies in Michigan sometime since, who 
resolved to carrya certain point, it can be done. These 
ladies were in favor of temperance, and somebody said 
they could not do anything for the cause. As it wasan 
election time, they resolved to have their favored candi- 
date elected. They therefore planned that at the place 
where the votes were to be deposited, six ladies should be 
stationed, and here and there all along the route companies 
of six should take their stand, As the yoter wouldapproach 
the polls, he would encounter the first six: these would 
gather around him and urge him to vote their ticket; as 





he passed on six more would surround him and tell him 





proaching contest—till he had the battle spread out be- 
fore his mind as a picture. We look at the results when 
with an overwhelming di he has swept the enemy 
as with the besom of destruction, and we wonder—are 
struck dumb with amazement. t the reason was to be 
found in those hours of unwearied study and planing. 
Now brother Pardee of New York, is engaged in carrying 
out something like this, to reach every Christian if possi- 
ble, and by a kind of galvanic influence make them ra- 
diators of the impulse they gain here, and make it reach 
every district of our land. isis what we want. We 
want this county organization. We want an efficient 
State Superintendent; and we want by these means to 
reach every district from the centre to the very cireum- 
ference. 

The Rev. C. L. Woopworrn, of Amherst :—-I confess that 
while I have been very deeply interested in the course 
which the remarks of the various speakers have taken 
this morning, and am in sympathy with most of them, 
I confess to you that I have more fear after all, for the 
adult portion of our country than for ourchildren. I be- 
lieve after all that thé difficulty is not so mach with the 
children as with those who are older. I believe that if 
we can reach, not only those who are outside, but those 
who are within the church with the power of goape’ 
truth, that we should “take care of the children” with 
most perfect ease. Now it does seem to me that our 
churches for the most part are just vessels of reception. 
The people come to their beautiful houses, sit upon their 


cushioned seats, while we ministers just pour into their 


ears, Sabbath after Sabbath, Bible instruction. But they 
do not disperse it—they are not as they ought to be, ves- 
sels of impartation—streams going out from them, in 
their labors, which shall “ gladden the city of our God.” 
They do no work. But a few as my brother from Spring- 
field has said do the work in the Sunday-school and so- 
ciety, while the great mass of the church and congrega- 
tion are not en . It seems to me utterly vain to 
talk about teaching the children when the fathers and 
mothers, who give tone to the ity and infil 

by their example, are not alive to these great interests. 
Now, if by any means, we can bring the chureh up to 
this work, as a body; bring them to constant, efficient 
action, there will be no difficulty at all, it seems to me, 
in reaching the Children. If we can bring the church as 
a body to the study of God’s wrrd, then we shall put 
them in a position where they will be compelled to do 
something. And it seems to me if we sh ve a 
single service for the congregation on the Lord’s day, 
they could not shirk the duty—nor plead as an excuse 
that which they now use when they are driven into the 
corner, that they “have not the time.” Give them the 
time and take away the excuse, But the pastor must 
lead them in this movement, and have the congregation 
as a body sitting down to the study of God’s word. Then 
they can extend their laid up strength, and impart good 
to all around them. 

It does seem to me that the movement talked of is just 
the right one, not only for the saving of the children but 
the adults. I therefore go in for this. and sincerely hope 
that as pastors we may all be found coming into our 
congregations, sitting down with the people for the study 
of God's word. I go in for this because I feel that, other 
things being equal, the more true substance of the 
word of God there is in the mind of a man, the more 
likelihood is there that that mind will be affected by 
the operations of the Holy Ghost and brought to Christ. 
I confess I have no expectation of benefitting a man 
except by the influence of the word of God: and the 
more of the word you can carry to his mind and heart in 
its life and power, the more reason you have to expect 
that the Holy Ghost will take his own sword and wield it. 

The Rev. Henry F, Lane, of Dorchester:—The cable is 
broken—I wish we might mend it. One thing after an- 
other has been brought before us, and we have come tono 
action. As yet we have not done one single thing. Let 
us if we can, as a convention, put our hands to the work 
and make eyery wire in the cable united, so that it may 
do us service. 

I wish to speak on the question presented by our 
brethren from New York and Connecticut, because I feel 
its importance. Under God I owe, my family owes all 
we are to-day, temporally and spiritually, to just the 
efforts that these noble brethren are making. The Sun- 
day-school cycle has completed its course. It bégan with 
the poor and the destitute, and it has come around again 
to the poor and destitute. 

I then submit to your consideration this resolution. It 
is taken from a resolution in the New Jersey Conven- 
tion, and reads as follows: “Resolved, that we do 
hereby appoint one or more secretaries for each county, 
whose dnty it shall be to collect statistical information 
relative to already existing Sunday-schools, to visit 

tue 0s 








He would t that the n be left t0 
) eee Sweater Ontos cas aaeamil aes 





to appoint five 
agents, or secretaries, in the several counties, to corre- 
spond as has been suggested. He thought there would 


be no difficulty in securing one live man from each 





county, to rep if i 3; if so, “we had 
better not have any more conventions.” 
After a short di i th d it of th 





e e Rev. 
Mr. Otheman was passed, and the appointment of the 
committee left in the hands of the State Central Commit- 


tee. 
After singing, and prayer by the Rev.*Mr. Crane, of 
Boston, the Convention adjourned to 2 o'clock. 





Fifth Session. 
Thursday Afternoon. 


FP MILE Convention reassembled at 2 o'clock on Thursday 
afternoon. 
The exercises were begun by singing the hymn,— 
“ Religion is the chief concern 
Of mortals here below; 
May I its great importance learn, 
Its sovereign virtue know.” 
Rev. Mr. Biake, of Boston, lead in prayer. 
Rev. J. M. Crick, of Grafton, offered the following reso- 
tion, which was agreed to: 
Resolved, Tuiat the Secretaries and Committees, in their 


annual statistical reports and statements to this body, be 
requested, and hereby are instructed to omit all statistical 


references to denominations, as such, here represented, and 
that this be a standing rule of order. 

Rey. Mr. Bake, of 
delegation of three b 





of this - 4 
nted to attend the Sunday-school Convention te be held 


n Deepen, Me., on Tuesday and Wednesday of next 
week. 

The resolution was to, and the followi 
men were chosen as the committee: Rev. Mr. 
Boston; Rev. E. H. Nevin, D. D., of Chelsea; and Henry 
Hoyt, Eeq., of Boston. 

Mr. Hort moved that the Convention adjourn at four 
o'clock, and the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FRANKLIN Syow, of Boston :—This morning remarks 
were made in regard to Moving two sermons on Sunday, 
in the morning and tke evening. From those remarks 
the impression might have been drawn that this Conven- 
tion do not feel the i nee of the Sabbath evening 
prayer-meeting. I was desired by a friend to express his 
opinion, which coincides with mine, that this Sabbath 
evening prayer-meeting is a meeting which the church is, 
under no circumstances, give up. I now sim- 
ply give utterance to this opinion. 

T would like to say a few words in regard to the essay 
which was read to us this morning. Our kind friend, the 
Professor, gave us some very interesting theoretical facts, 
which were no doubt appreciated by all. But during the 
reading of that pape, there constantly occurred to 
persons like myself this inquiry: “Where is the 


poor 
man to get the time to study all these great books of 


which we hear so much?” I would not detract from the 
value of this book-knowledge, this thorough study of 
question and answer ; but the inquiry arose in my mind, 
whether the earnest, zealous, practical Christian, with his 
whole soul beaming full of love for Christ’s work, and for 
the souls committed to him—the man who is yearning, by; 
some simple word or act, to rouse the interest hi 
scholar, and draw him towards the Saviour—whether 
such a one is not calculated to do the most good. I would 
say let the educa man, the man who has thoroughly 
studied his lesson—let him not forget to be zealous; let 
him be earnest ; let his soul be filled with love. In the 
school which I here represent, there is one humble indi- 
vidual, a barber by trade, who is, I know, very much en- 
gaged during the week, but he is constantly gathering 
around him gthose little opes, and they love him; he is 
exerting a power over some of the very worst boys in our 
school. The reason is, he approaches them in love; the: 
see how much he feels for them, how much pleasure it 
gre him to have them come to the Sabbath-school; and 
e calls at their house, and comes with them, perhaps, to 
church. Thus, with hi 
noble and a blessed work. 
Mr, R. G. Parpgsr, of New York :—Mr. President, the 
essay which we heard this bine was, it is agreed, 
sound and Scriptural. But within the limits of a single 
essay, read in a convention like this, the various 
must be treated in a general way ; details can be alluded 
to only briefly. I simply to say that the time is 
coming, I apprehend (when it will come I don’t know, 
but I hope it will be soon,) when in order to meet the 
wants of the Sunday-school teacher, we shall be obliged to 
go a little further into this — than we have ever been 
yet in our conventions or Sabbath-school meetings any- 
where. ‘The great work of the Sunday-school is not to 


r opportunities, he is doing a 





and encourage them by their counsel and r 
best he may, to ascertain the actual religious destitution 
in his field, and assist in securing the organization of new 
mission or district schools where needed or expedient, 
and in every proper way labor for the improvement and 
increase of Sunday-schools, to the end that all the child- 
ren and youth of the country may be brought under reli- 
gious influence and training.” 

B. W. WuuraMs, Esq., of Boston ;—I cannot but regret 
that no remarks have been devoted to the essay which 
was delivaged to us this morning. I consider it well 
worth our tte ntion and discussion, and we should have 
devoted some time to it, 

But with regard to the matter which has been intro- 
duced I am in favor of organizing our Sunday-school forces 
in the State. 


tistics in some official way. B 


We have long labored under this embar- 
rassment of having no organization, no special corres- 
pondent throughout the State, no parties in the towns 
or counties whom we could reach to gather in the sta- 
our informe] way we do 
gather ina part, but it is only a part; we want the 





be plished by , nor by the labors of « 
intendents ; the great moving power of the Sunday-school 
is the labor of the Sunday-school teacher. Every super- 
intendent can, I doubt not, call up from his own know- 
ledge instances of men learned and able, devotedly pious, 
with abundant time for preparation and research, who 
yet, sitting down to instruct a class, fail to interest the 
minds of class, What is the reason? 

An English writer, not long since remarked, “It is quite 
possible for a man to be very fluent in speech, very copi- 
ous in illustration, very forcible in argument, and well 
prepared, and yet be a very ron teacher.” 

There are some questions lying beyond those that we 
are accustomed to reach in our conventions; and let me 
refer to a few of them. One is this: can I, as a Sun- 
day-school teacher, sustain, and reward the at- 
tention of that child? 


our intellectual p: 
what it may, our labor will be of little avail, unless we 
have an in view, frp mip on gre 
rayer to y on behalf of our scholars, unless 
ere Re en an I'veach Coat ee ea 


some 
come with any new ideas, think it over 
ascertai 


ngs 

which you do not know, and which you want toask ques 
tions about, 

I think if we can accomplish as much as that, we shall 
have accomplished a great deal in reference to Sabbath- 
“i me § 

h Y, 
make a speech; but in this connection I wish to make @ 
I would like to ask th 


difficulty 
uestion-books, which, in my opinion, are very much 
Seveution of the devil to prevent the study of God’s 
ord jioned 


committing a world 

than the present method of imparting instruction in the 
Sabbath-school. 

Rey. Samvgn Sourner, of Worcester:—The 
impressed my mind most in heari 
the importance of magnifying God’s 
school, but (with due deference to my 
istry) the great 
time. : Lhave no 





















































































instead of gi 
heparos of alata 


j 


enough to have 
ned that there are some things about the lesson 


:—I do not propose to 


I believe to-day that 
whole chapters to memory 


int that 
the 


t in the ministry at the present 
to express my horror and de- 
of certain infl i 





teste issuing from our ro? ~ 
lis that go to cut the aye roots of God's Word—from 

Lae creeps | and its 
underminin 
of God’s holy 
the Sabbath-schools of Massachusetts, 
istry, to stand up valiantly for God’s Word, God’s Word 
only, as sufficient authority. That is my thought, sir, fn 

to 


o'clock, and that the remainder 
in the closi' 


PRESIDENT announced the 
cussion to be “Sabbath-school hymns and music.” 
Mr. RusseL. jamaica 


now it, come to the Sabbath 


may sing them too. Within the last I seen 
more than one instance in which an Irish it has 
come and forcibly taken a child from the 8 


but the little bo; erapee sania Sec the Single of the wees 
he runs awa) 


ears AZO, 
skirts of Roxbury, at a place we called Texas. 
ton, offered yore eno a | rep 
i such place 
the worst kind of Irish and 
ever ee eran. I 
gentle- | school there. And such a oigh 
of B yen bes been with me! hy, we haye had them come 
pushed the Bible on the floor; we 
fined? tow, singer; I do not expect 
order iow, T am no ; ex! ever 
to sing till I join the before the Throne. 
ol! when all these 


I,a w worm, 
as by the wheels of the car of Juggernaut, I 
of one dient. I led to 


menced singing, 

elements were 

had the control of that 
land” 


happy in that 3 and from tha’ 
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doubt not, will soon t 
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m various cire! influence which is 


e essay. 
r. N. P. Kemp moved that all discussion close at 3) 
of the session be 
ng devotional paren, 
moti 0. 
e ion was agreed ettgint tints 


of Ji Plains, said :—The 
t now before the Convention is one 


ul of more anape: 
ey | think, than it be | supposed to be. ° 
need to understand somethi 

of the 


power that will bri 
girl, when they are 

to stay ge 5 They will still come 
tunes, “I want to 
homeward bound,” and others of the same kind. They 
do not u 


Sabi 

is, music is indis 

reds both by priest and. parent, 
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ifs hear these little 

be an angel,” “Willie and I are 


— ae love them, and b nd 
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Tucome -school to learn how they 
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’ as one hem really 
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e children will come when the music 


them. 
The first thing in regard to these mission-schools is to 


draws 


bring in the children; the next is to interest them, and 

keep them there; the 

helping us) that instruction, without which they can- 
h their souls 


third is to impart to them (God 





not live, without whic! wil die. te 
the mission-school, which, a few years ago, was thought 
but little of, is now deemed al by 


many whom I see before me, and who know vastly more 
about the workings of mission-schools than T. y own 


views on this subject have c! very materially 
within three years, I used to th that, in my Sab- 
bath-school, I would hold on to the old collection, and T 


did hold on to it till within two years; but now we have 
introduced some of the Sunday-school melodies, and I al- 
ways close my school with melodies for the children; 
and they love it; the 
any street in the southerly part of 
hear little boys singing these tunes which they have 
been taught in these mission Sabbath-schools. 
a wonder-working power in this music; and ff 
means we can 
hear the truth, then we may, in obedience to the advice 
er inde ae r hat God himself, by th 
oung minds, trust t nh y the er 
ae the Holy Ghost, wilt fix itin ¢ that these 
voices now tuned for song 
somed and the blest in that Lee | which shall never end. 
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these children in where they may 


nt the Word of God in the 
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here, shall join with the ran- 
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organized. I ascribe w 


of it, under God, to the fact that I raised my feeble voice 
to sing, “ There is a P 


happy » far away. 
You remember the hymn that commences,— 


“Oh! could I speak the matchless worth. 
Oh! could I sound the glories forth 
Which in my Saviour shine, 
I'd soar and touch the heavenly strings, 
And vie with Gabriel when he sings 
In notes almost divine.” 


I never can sing on this earth ; but it seems to me, if 


ever I get into Heaven, Gabriel will have to stand aside, 
Gabriel was never redeemed from sin; he does not know 
how to sing the song of reedeming love; and when I 
gather round me those poor Irish and those 


rman boys, (for I hope to meet many of them row 
hive throne,) don’t you think I'll ras. 

Mr, Caas. Duncan, of North Brookfield:—I. have a 

to interesting the children In the 

. Lhave been in the Sabbath-school work 

ing from my own expe- 
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Rev. 53 Anam of Grafton, offered the following 

That be no station or position on 
sat Debeent lo 2 ae 


nt is necessary 
become a Sabbath-school teacher, pionsly, 
earnestly engaged in guiding precious souls 
and Heaven. 
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For the Sunday-School Times. 


GOD'S PLACE FOR US. 


BEARING Mrs. Murphy's voice, I stepped 
into the kitchen to catch, if possible, 
a little of her sunshiny spirit. 

“Good morning, miss,” said she; “I hear 
ye have to move.” 

“ Yes,” I replied; “itis too bad that the 
house should be sold when we are so nicely 
suited.” 

“Qh, no, miss, it’s a good day that takes 
ye out of it, though ye may have to wait 
awhile before ye see it.” : 

“But only think,” I persisted; “here it is 
April, and no prospect of a roof to shelter 
us; we shall have to follow your example, 
and have a little house made on rollers, and 
then we can laugh at Maydays and movings.” 

“ Ah, miss, ye should not be speaking in 
that way, for ye’ll sure have a house worthy 
of ye; and that'll be a fine one, for God 
would not putyein a place where ye wouldn't 
de well in.” 

Here was belief in a superintending Provi- 
dence that could put theology to the blush ; 
and from her simple faith I learned to be con- 
tent, and wait, knowing that he who ordereth 
our steps aright, could find shelter for us be- 
neath the shadow of his wings. M. 

May 9th, 1859.: 





Mr. Eprror:-—In the Sunday-School Times 
of the 18th, I see a friend to the cause of 
Sunday-schools sent you ten dollars as one 
among a thousand to make up the $10,000 
wanting. Hoping that many more have 
responded in like manner before this, I in- 
close ten dollars as one of the friends. 

Philadelphia, J&ne 23, 1859. 8.T 





Tux industrious husbandman plants trees, 
of which he himeelf will never see a berry.— 












State Convention of Sabbath-School 
Teachers, which was held last week in 
Northampton, Mass., was the most important 
Sabbath-school meeting that has taken place 
since the great National Convention that met 
last February in this city. In view of the im- 
portance of this Massachusetts Convention, 
and of the value to the general cause of the 
facts and arguments which would be there 
presented, we made preparations for having 
its entire proceedings reported in full, ex- 
pressly for this paper, and by the same accom- 
plished ers who reported so admi- 
rably the National Convention. 

In consequence of giving up so large a part 
of our paper this week to the Convention, we 
are obliged to forego our usual variety. Cor- 
respondents will understand, also, why their 
favors have been deferred. 





VERY fresh arrival from Europe confirms 
the impression that Yhe result of the 
present war will be the entire expulsion of 
the Austrians from Italy, and the building up 
of an independent Italian confederacy. Had 
the Austrians succeeded in overrunning Pied- 
mont, as at the first go off there seemed some 
prospect of their doing, their first step would 
in all probability have been a bloody and ex- 
terminating persecution of the poor Wal- 
denses. The present war, though undertaken 
certainly with no such purpose on the part of 
the originators, seems likely to end, as all the 
great national movements of the last fifty: 
years have ended, in the furtherance and the 

erfranchisement of the gospel. 

In England, the Derby ministry has re- 
signed, and a new government has been form- 
ed, with Lord Palmerston as Premier and 
Lord John Russell as the minister for foreign 
affairs. The new government is understood 
to be less favorable than the former to the 
Austrians. One point on which also it is 
presumed to differ from that of Lord Derby, 
although no public manifestation to that ef- 
fect has yet reached us, is the question of Chris- 
tianity in India. Christian people in England 
were very much aggrieved by the decidedly 
hostile tone of the late government despatch 
(by Lord Stanley) on the subject of education 
in India, excluding the Bible as a text book 
absolutely and peremptorily from all the pub- 
lic sehools in India, while at the same time 
the pupils were allowed to study the Shastras 
and other sacred books of the natives. Under 
the lead of the Earl of Shaftesbury, a series 
of public meetings had been begun, and 
monster petitions were being prepared to be 
sent in to Parliament, with a view to give ex- 
pression to the dissatisfaction felt on this 
subject. There is no doubt that this feeling 
contributed, with others, to the downfall of 
the late government. 

Wz have the melancholy duty of recording 
the death of Mr. Cuartes S. Wurrts, one of 
the Managers and long tried friends of the 
American Sunday-School Union. Mr. Wurts 
has been in feeble health for some time past. 
He died at his summer residence, in Belvidere, 
N. J., on Sunday, June 26th. His death 
makes a sad breach in our Board of Mana- 
gers. He has been a member of the Board for 
seventeen years. Though in feeble health, he 
continued to attend its meetings with great 
regularity. He loved the cause of Christ, and 
gave liberally, both of his time and money, for 
its extension. He has been gathered like a 
shock of corn, fully ripe. 


Premium Essay.—Morat Power or THE 
Sxa.—The committee appointed by the Penn- 
sylvania Seamen’s Friend Society, consisting 
of Rey. Albert Barnes, Rey. A. H. Vinton, 
D. D., Rev. Joseph A. Seiss, Rev. Franklin 
Moore, and Rey. W. T. Brantle;, D. D., to 
examine the essays presented on Tux Morar 
Power or THE Sa, have awarded the pre- 
mium of $100 to the Rev. Hollis Read, of 
Craneville, N.J. It is spoken of as an essay 
of great merit. It will soon be published by 
the Society, and will doubtless be read with 
interest by the thousands of Christians who 
are awaking at the present time to the im- 
portance of this subject. 





Tue Presbyterian church at Atlantic City 
was dedicated on the 23d of June. Sermon 
by the Rev. Charles Wadsworth, D. D., and 
address by the Rev. Dr. Leyburn, with a vari- 
ety of interesting exercises. So many of the 
Christian people of Philadelphia resort to 
Atlantic City in summer, that it is exceedingly 
desirable for them to have, while there, some 
convenient place of public worship. The 
church now erected, and just dedicated, for 
this purpose, though Presbyterian in name, is 
thankfully and freely opened for the use of 
all evangelical ministers, and is really a most 
important publ ic institution. 

ForniGN papers announce the death of 
Prince Metternich, the great statesman and 
diplomatist, who for more than half a century 
controlled the policy of the Austrian ewpire,and 
to a great extent that that of continental Eu- 
rope. He had completed his 86th year. Of that 
band of eminent statesmen by whose counsels, 
in the earlier years of this century, the world 
was governed, the only one now remaining is 
Count Neselrode, of Russia. 

Ar St. Peters’s church, Philadelphia, on 
Sunday, June 26th, the letter of resignation of 
the Rev. W. H. Odenheimer, D. D., was read, 
and his acceptance of the office of Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal church in New Jer- 
sey. Dr. Odenheimer has had charge of St. 
Peter's church for twenty-one years. 








Witt S. P. C. be good enough to give us 


| 28th of 
| restoration 


Amone the events of the week may be men- 
tioned the death vf Dr. Bailey, so long and 
widely known as the editor of the National 
Era, Dr. Bailey sailed in the Arago on the 
May, on # voyage to Europe for the 
of bis health, and died in mid- 
ocean, on the Sth of June. ; 


National Teachers’ Association. 
Second Annual Meeting of the Nationa} 

Teachers’ Association, will be held in 
Washington, D. C., on Wednesday, the 10th 
of August next, commencing at 9 o'clock, 
A. M. : 

At this meeting, lectures are expected from 
the following gentlemen, viz. : 

Introductory Address by the President, 
Andrew J. Rickoff, of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Lecture by Elbridge Smith, of New Eng- 
land. 

Lecture by J. N. McJilton, of Maryland. 
Lecture by James Love, of Missouri. 
Letcure by Mr. ——, of the South-West. 
Several Essays and Reports are expected 
from gentlemen of different sections of the 
country. 

The order of exercises will be announced 
at the meeting. Measures have been taken to 
make this the largest, most interesting, and 
influential educational meeting that has ever 
been held in the country. A large number of 
the most distinguished educators, represent- 
ing every department of instruction, is ex- 
pected to be present, and participate in the 
deliberations of the meeting. 

It is proposed, in order to the fullest dis- 
cussion of such subjects as may be presented 
for consideration, that the Association divide 
itself into sections, after the manner of the 
“ Scientific Association,” and thus afford time 
for freedom of debate and mature action on 
all subjects presented. This arrangement will 
afford the members an opportunity to engage 
in such sections as have under consideration 
questions in which they are particularly inter- 
ested. 

It is expected that papers embracing the 
several departments of instruction, from the 
primary school to the college and university, 
will be presented. 

The local committee, at Washington, the 
chairman of which is Professor Z. Richards, 
is actively engaged in making preparation for 
the meeting. Gratuitous entertainment will 
be given to ladies, and a reduction of fare 
made to such as put up at the public houses. 
A reduction of fare has also been secured on 
the principal lines of travel. Thus all who 
are interested can attend this meeting, and at 
small expense. 

Educational journals, and other papers, 
friendly to the objects of the Association, are 
respectfully requested to insert this notice. 
Further particulars may be had by address- 
ing the President, A. J. Rickoff, Cincinnati, 
Ohio; Z. Richards, Washington, D. C.; D. B. 
Hagar, Jamaica Plains, Mass.; C. S. Pennell, 
St. Louis ; or the Secretary, J. W. Bulkley, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. By order of the Board. 

J. W. Buux.ey, Secretary. 
Brooklyn, June 10th, 1859. 


TAKE CARE OF THE CHILDREN. 


E American Sunday-School Union now 
has a larger number of regular missiona- 
ries in commission than at any former period. 
It is expected that these missionaries will be 
able to plant the present year not less than 
2,000 new Sunday-schools in as many desti- 
tute districts, thus bringing 70 or 80 thousand 
neglected children under the influence of the 
Bible. In the prosecution of this work a 
serious obstacle has presented itself. Our 
missionaries report that those neighborhoods 
most needing the Sunday-school are unable 
to supply themselves with books om account 
of the great scarcity of money. Without libra- 
ries, schools cannot be established. Many 
large communities must be left without the 
Sdnday-school unless our missionaries are 
authorized fo give them a library, in whole or 
in part. Without a single collecting agent, 
the American Sunday-Sehool Union proposes 
to appropriate this summer $10,000 towards 
supplying poor and needy Sunday-schools 
with books, besides meeting the menthly sala- 
ries and expenses of its large corps of mis- 
sionaries. More than this its prospective re- 
ceipts will not justify. But at least $10,000 
more are needed to meet the present demand. 
We ought to have it at once. This cry from 
the famishing children of our own countzy 











think of a man ow a 1 
after all his hands for the aE: 
work, spend two or three hours arranging 
machinery, heating his building, or starting 
his engines !° 

Another says, “The children won't come in 
before school opens, to get their books.” 
Those who value the books, will come in time 
to get them; those who do not, are as well 
wi t, and the library much better kept, 
and quite as useful. It is this class of our 
Sunday-school attendants who wear out the 


The usefulness of books is much impaired 
by making them so common. Let it be more 
difficult to get them. Make it the reward of 
good attendance, and well exercised careful- 
ness. and the books will be much more ap- 
preciated. 

If any teacher wishes to know why he 
should read all the little, childish (?) books 
in the Sunday-school library, let him read a 
tract by the American Sunday-School Union, 
called the “Use and Abuse of Sunday-schoo! 
‘Libraries.” 8. P. C. 


THE LAND OF REST. 


FROM THE GERMAN OF UHLAND,. 











There is a land where beauty will not fade, 
Nor sorrow dim the eye; 
Where true hearts will not sink nor be dismayed, 
And love will never die. 
Tell me, I fain would go, 
For I am burdened with a heavy woe; 
The beautiful have left me all alone; 
The true, the tender, from my path have gone, 
And I am weak and fainting with despair ; 
Where is it? Tell me, where? 


Friend, thou must trust to him who trod before 
The lonely path of life; 

Must bear in meekness, as he meekly bore, 
Sorrow, and toil, and strife. 

Think how the Son of God 

These thorny paths had trod; 

Think how he longed to go, 

Yet tarried out for thee the appointed woe ; 

Think of his loneliness in places dim, 

When no man comforted nor cared for him; 

Think how he prayed, unaided and alone, 

In that dread agony, ‘‘Thy will be done!” 

Friend, do not thou despair, 

Christ, in his heaven of heavens, will hear thy 

prayer. 





PARTICULAR NOTICE. 

The insertion of an advertisement in the columns 
of this paper, does not involve any recommenda- 
tion by the Amenican Sunpay-Scuoou Union 
of what is so advertised; nor (in the matter of 
books) any responsibility for the sentiments which 
may be inculcated therein. 








NOW READY, 


ANCIENT JERUSALEM 


ITS VICINITY. 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION publish 
a View of Ancient Jerusalem and the Surro Coun- 
try, to which the attention of all who are interested in 


Sunday Schools or Biblical study is invited. 
mounted 


It is in map on rollers, and is about 
eight feet long, and five feet wide. Its accuracy is vouch- 
ed for by many who have Hed ove localiti 





Te- 
they have 
view #0 taken as to show not only the g i- 


cal location ef the cities and villages represented on it, 
show the malities in the surface of the 


uhh on Sevtgne ee poy AA 
great ton A to great 
vantage to any who would t uaderstand the 


. parts of the Bible which 








ale meh ag wpm nehenhy ag eine T ere 
ing Bethlehem, the Pools of Solomon, the Tom» of Rachel, 
Boaz, with other places of equal 


portance. 
In Jerusalem itself, care has been taken. to present such 
a view as will convey a corvect idea of the probable ap- 
of the ancient city. The prominent objects are 
delineated with great clearness, so that there is no dif_i- 
culty in identifying them. 
This View is a valuable auxiliary to Sunday-Sehool and 


press indelibly on the minds both of youth and adults the 
events which occurred, by pointing out to them the spot 
where they occurred. For the pastor or lectuger, it is a 
valuable acquisition te the library, as it imparts know- 
ledge in a way in which neither books or maps can. For 
the exposition of the sieges of Jerusalem, it is invaluable, 
and it is safe to say that no person, old or young, can as 
fully understand the lecal details of the various attempts 
to take the my bag: from the perusal or study o! 





should not be disregarded. Reader, this ap- 
peal is to YOU, Will you do your part? Will 
you not resolve to give, or to raise at least ten 
dollars for this object before you sleep? NOW 
is the watchword of the wise. Will not pas- 
tors and Sunday-school superintendents make 
a special effort to meet this call? How many 
of our rich men could send us $100, $200, 
$500, to supply the wants of multitudes of 
precious children, and never experience the 
least inconvenience! Letit be dome. Let ws 
have, in addition to our ordinary receipts, ten 
thousand dollars within the next ten days, 
R. B. Wus?sroox, 
Seeretary of Missions. 
J. H. Bursss, 
Associate Secretary. 
Philadelphia, June, 1859. 
N. B.—AIl contributions should be sent to 
Watpron J. Caryrney, 
Treasurer American Sunday-School Union, 
Philadelphia, 


For the Sunday-School ‘Times. 


HOW SHALL WE MANAGE ‘OUR 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY ? 





URING nine years’ experience with Sun- 

day school libraries, partly as librarian, 
partly as teacher, I have made some obser- 
vations, and adopted some plans. I give 
them for what they are worth. 

I find it indispensable to the successful 
management of the library, that the teacher be 
acquainted with the contents of every book in it. 
If so, he will be able, without difficulty, to 
select such books as he knows wil suit his 
class. How he is to become acquainted with 
four or five hundred books, or more, is a 
problem which every earnest teacher will 
readily solve. Those who are not earnest, 
will say it is impossible. 

Every teacher should be at his post fifteen 
or twenty minutes before the opening of the 
school, select the number of books required 
by his class, have his class in their places, 
their books exchanged, those returned by 
them replaced in the library, and all the 
bustle and trouble completely over before the 
call bell sounds for order. 

The teacher will charge on his class-book, 
to each boy, the number of the book taken by 
him, and at some convenient time, before or 
after school, give to the librarian, a list of 
the numbers on a slip of paper, provided by 
that officer, who charges them to the teacher. 
This list may be made up by one of the class, 
which will save trouble to the teacher, and be 
useful to the boy. 

This takes extra time, says an objector. So 
it should. The hour for instruction ought to 
be sacredly devoted to that purpose, and to 
no other. The Sunday-school machinery 
should be oiled, and put in complete working 
order, before the working hour begins, and 








Cie. 








his name and post-office address ?—Ep. 
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any book, alone, as they can with the assistance of this 
View, which so beautifully shows the mountainous sur- 
roundings of the city. 
It is ornamental.as well as instructive—being elegantly 
lithographed and oelored by hand. It will adern the 
walls of the Sunday-School, the lecture-room, the study, 
the library, or the parlor. 

The View is accompanied by an outline Ker, om which 
the places are numbered, the numbers referring to a de- 
scriptive manual, which also accompanies it, and which 
will give to any one, however wi uainted with the sub- 
ject, sufficient information to enable him, after studying 
the manual, to full understand and explain the View. 
The price of the View of Jerusalem, including the Key, 
and the Manual, is Ten Dollars. 

We have room to insert but the following of the many 
notices of this map by eminent Biblical scholars, youch- 
ing for its accuracy and value: 

From Dr. S. Irenaeus Prime, Editor of the New York Ob- 


server. 

The View of Ancient Jerusalem and Sacred Places I 
have stu with great interest and advantage, and am 
glad that the American Sunday-School Unioa - FA 
duced so admirable and important an aid tothe study of 
God’s word. The beauty, fullness, accuracy, and intelli- 
gibility of this map must commend. it to every person who 
sees it, and L trust that it will on. the walls of tens 
of thousands-of our Sunday- rooms. 1 shall com- 
mend it most heartily in the Observer,, and inevery place 
where an opportunity is presented to. speak of its great 


merits. 
From Dr. J.P: Durbin. 

I have carefally examined the large and bewatifal a 4 
of Ancient Jerusalem and the Surrounding Country, wit 
a key, which the American Sumday-School Union has re- 
cently published ; and I can heastily, and with confidence, 
recommend it to be used by Sunday-schools and Bible 
classes. deed, it would be a val addition to the 
Biblical literature of every Christian family. 

Dr. Joel Hawes, of Haxtford. 

The View of Ancient Jerusalem and Saered Places 1 
_admire much. It presents a bacid view of the Holy City and 
its environs, and as I look upon the map spread out be- 
fore me, I seem to myself to be present im the midst of the 
scenes aud places which I visited some fourteen years ago. 
The “ View” cannot but be interesting and useful in the 
instruetion of Sunday-scheols and Bible classes, and also 
as an aid in training children in the family to the know- 
ledge and love of the Scriptures. 

persons desiring is work, and not living within 
reach of a depository of the Society’s publications, can 
have the whoie VIEW, KEY and MANUAL, sent, free of 
charge for freight, by remitting Ten Dollars. 

Orders should be directed to 

WALDRON J. CHEYNEY, 
1122 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, 
Treasurer of the American Sunday School Union. 


SMITH, ENGLISH & CO., 


NO. 40 N. SIXTH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
Have for sale 
BENGEL’S GNOMON. 
GNOMON OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
BY JOHN ALBERT BENGEL. 


The translation of this valuable work is now complete 
in five handsome volumes, octavo. Price in cloth, $10. 








RELIGIOUS CASES OF CONSCIENCE 
Answered in an Evangelical Manner, 

By the REV. 8. PIKE, and the REV. 8S. HAYWARD. 
New Edition, with an Introduction by the 
REV. HENRY A. BOARDMAN, DD. 
12mo. Cloth, $1.00. 





ANTED—SITUATIONS AS TEACHERS, 

for ten ay | Graduates of the Hudson River In- 

stitute, who are thoroughly competent to teach higher 

English, French, German, Latin, Drawing, Painting, and 
Piano musie, Address Rev. A. FLACK, A. M., 





no interruptions allowed. What would we 











jy2-2m Claverack, Col. county, N. ¥ 
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A NEW BOOK | 
BVERY SATURDAY MORNING. 


THE 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
In addition to the large number of books 
already on its catalogues, 


Being Over Twelve Hundred Distinct Volumes, 


WILL ISSUE A NEW BOOK 


Every Saturday Morning During the Year, 


ISSUED IN THE MONTH OF 


MAY. 


Saturday, May 7th. 

BROKEN CISTERNS; OR, THE STORY OF 
JESS1LE WOKTHINUTOR. Beautifully Illustrated. 
Thick 12mo., extra muslin, Price 75 cents. 

A illustration of one of the great maxims of 

viz: 4a consists, not in sslfoucking, bet 

in doing chief incidents of the narrative oc- 

curred within the author’s observation, and give an im- 
ressive view of the methods of God’s we ential deal- 

ay with men, taking them to a knowledge of himself, 

and of themselves. 








Saturday, May 14th. 
THE WORKING BOY’S SUNDAY IM- 
PROVED. Beautifully Illustrated. 12mo., extra mus- 
lin. Price 55 cents. 


We anticipate a useful career for this unpretending 
volume. Though the title would indicate that it is de- 
signed for a class, 
useful te all classes of . readers. 
cealed by,a superfiuity of anecdotes and stories, but is 
presented in a plain, intelligible way, relying upon ite 
native force to give it power. 

Saturday, May 21st. 
THE. FIRST TWENTY YEARS 
LIFE. By Allan Richmond. 
Illustrated. Price 65 cents. 


We venture to predict a measure of interest and 

usefulness for this autobi y. No one can fail to re- 

the features of a life-picture, not to be impressed 

by the skill and fidelity of the artist. Its lessons are net 

less profitable to parents than to children, and are speci- 

ally adapted to cheek an inordinate ambition to be rich 

or great among men. 
Saturday, May 28th. 
THE BRIDGE OVER THE BROOK. 15mo. 
Illustrated. Extra muslin. Price 15 cents. 

A very impressive story, designed to ill the folly 

and peril of putting off till to-morrow what ought to be 

to-day. The narrative itself, and its pictorial em- 

bellishments are well suited to make a lasting impression 
on the mind of every reader. 


OF MY 
12mo., extra muslin, 








ISSUED IN THE MONTH OF 
JUNE. 


Saturday, June 4th. 

HANS AND HIS NOBTHERN HOME. Beas- 
tifully iliustrated with Kight elegant Wood Cuts. 12mo. 
Extra Muslin. Price 70 cents. 

This volume supplies in a cheap form a well digested ep 
tome of recent explications of the ) Howe wha Seas and Shores. 
The author, with the permission of the publishers of Dr. 
Kane’s work, has derived thence most of the b ical 
incidents of the history, while from recent journals of 
travels and voyages abundant materials have been obtain- 
ed for the illustration of the manners and customs of the 
natives, the climate and productions of the country, the 
objects of special interest in natural history, and the 
moral, intellectual, and religious condition of the people. 
The volume is richly illustrated, and will be fonnd not 
less instructive than entertaining. 

Saturday, June 11th. 
NATURE'S SC NS FROM 








HOOL ;. 0&, LESSO 

THE GARDEN AND THE FIELD, 350 pages. Llus- 

trated. Extra muslin. Price 75 cents. 

The author of this attractive volume has sencceeded 
where it would be no new thing to fail. The interest of | 
a story is sustained, and a wonderfal ameunt of pleasing | 
and natural instruction is gracefully incorporated with it. 
It is not a child’s book, and yetit isa that an intel- 
ligent child would not be likely to leave unread if it were 
once begun. It is a su tive book for parents and 
teachers, and we have no that it will not be re- 
ciated by discriminating readers. e topics are: e 
Rain—Sunlight—The Wind—The Nest— Seed Time— 
Blindness— uds—Names— The River — The 
Sabbath—The Rainbow—Grafti ity—The Storm 
—Dew—The Harvest—Bread—Falling Leaves—The Prison 
House — Moonlight—The Sea—The Stars—The 


Home. 

Saturday, June 18th. 

BESSIE DUNCAN ;: OR, THE FIRST YEAR 
OUT OF SCHUOL. 18mo. Extra muslin. Price 30 cts. 
It is acommon notion among school girls that going 

ro fe y is going into liberty. But those who have 

it, tell us of a different experience. Among these 
Duncan,—and we cannot doubt that the simple 
she gives of her perplexities and an- 
noyances from within and withont, will aid those who 
read it to avoid some of her mistakes, and thereby save 
themselves from some of her troubles. 
Saturday, June 25th. 

CHLOE LANKTON; OR,. LIGHT BEYOND 
THE CLOUDS—A story of real life, 12mo, extra mus- 
lin, ed ~ cents, with a portrait and view of her resi- 

a 


nce, . 

It is not often that we are introduced toscenes of patient , 
suffering and overcoming faith so vividly real as those | 
which this volume reveals. The kind providence which 
appoints every human lot, is too seldom recognized; and 
we cannot too highly reciate the present volume for 
its testimony to the truth that the Lord God is 
and merciful and abundant in goodness and truth. The 
subject of this memoir is herself a still tiving witness of 
his faithfulness; and the deep interest which her history 
has excited —— those who know it most intimately, 
justifies us in anticipating for the present sketch a career 
o7 wide and permanent usefulness. 

The above named may be obtained at the Depositories 
of the Society’s publications and from beeksellers gener- 
ally. Full catalogues of the Soviety’s- Publications, <lso 
samples of its Periodicals will be sent, on application, free 
of charge. | 

To those not living within reach of a bookseller, any | 
book on the Catalogue will be sent by mail, postage paid, | 
on receipt of the published price. 

Apply to 
THE AMERICAN. SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
No. 1122 Cuestyur STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
NEW YORK DEPOSITORY, 
No. 375 Broapwzy. 
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$12 A YEAR PAYS BOARD AND 
TUITION at.the HUDSON RIVER INSTI-- 
TUTE. Experienced gentlemen insteuctors at the head | 
of each of the nine departments. Superior advantages: | 
for French, Painting, and Piano musie. Excellence and) 
economy the motto. Write fora catalogue. | 
Rey. A. FLACK, A. M., Principal, 
jy2-2m Claverack, Col. county, N. Y. 





GABBATH-SCHOOL BELL—30,000 issued 
in five months.—The unprecedented sale of this Book 
has induced the Publisher to addi some 36 new Tunes an& 
Hymns to its present size, without extra charge, except 
on the cheap edition. Among tite many beautiful Tunes 
and Hymns added. may. be found, “I ought to Love my 
Mother,” “Oh, V'll be a. good Child, indeed I will,” and 
“Sister and I.” These, and.eight others from the crigi- 
nal Beli, were sung at the Sundwy-School Anniversary of 
the M. E. Church at the Academy of Music, May 31, with 
great applause. THE BELL. contains nearly Tunes 
and Hymns, and. is one of the best collections ever issued. 
Price 12 cents; $10 per 100; postage 1 cent. Bound, 20 
cents; $15 per 100. Elegantly bound, embossed gilt, 25 
cents; $20 per 100; 3 cents each. 

ATERS, Agent, Publishex, 


HORACE 
je 25-3t No. 333 Broadway, New Yowk. 





| img important points with th 





TEACHER’S TOOLS. 


2 Tim, 2c. 15 v. | 

Union Bible Dictionary. 65 cents. | 
New Biblical Atlas, $1 

50 cents. } 


Biblical Gec graphy. 

Bible Natural History. 60 cents. 

Union Notes on the Gospels. 2 vols. 60 centa | 

Craden’s Goncordance. $1. | 

Earnes’, Bushs’, and Jacobus’ Notes. 

Clarke’s, Compaehensive, Henry's and Scott’s Commen- 
taries. 

London Tract Society’s Commentary. Made up from 
Henry, Scott, Lowth, Doddridge, and others. 3 vols. $10. 
6 vols. $12. 

gd Bible, with Notes. By American Tract Society. 


‘Also many other valwable Bible Helps may be found at 
at Tue Deposttory, 103 Fourth street, Louisville, Ky. 
jel8-3t WM. H. BULKLEY. 





S’; LOUIS RELIGIOUS BOOK DEPOSI- 
TORY. 


The subscriber has taken charge of the Depositories of 
the Amekican Sunpay-ScHooL Union and AMERICAN TRACT 
Soctery, and has added a large stock of theological and 
other religious books. The latest publications of the re- 
ligious press received as soon as isswed, and sold at pup 
LISHER’S PRICES. J. W. McINTYRBE, 

my? tf No. 9 South Fifth Street. 





Two TEACHERS WANTED FOR BOWEN 
COLLEGE, Hopkinton, Delaware County, Iowa. 

First.—A Preceptress. who can take charge of the Fe- 
male Department, and instruct in the common English 
and Mathematical branches, together with French. 

Secondly.—A Music and Drawing Teacher, who can 
teach the Ornamental part of a good education. 

Salary for each $200, and board, 

The village is healthful, quiet, and moral, and is on the 
line of the railroad, thirty miles west from Dubuque. 

Address Rev. JEROME ALLEN, President, 

Hopkinton, Delaware County, Lowa. 





IBLE, SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND TRAOT 

DEPOSITORY, 108 FOURTH ST., LOUISVILLE, 
Where may be found a full supply of ali the publica 
tions of the American Bible Society, American Sunday- 
School Union,and American Tract Society. In addition 
to which, the subscriber keeps a large assortment of 
SOHOOL BOOKS AND STATIONERY. Also, a asd 
variety of Religious Reading adapted to all ages. Hymn 








Books for the various Evangelical deffominations. 
mh26-tf WM. H, BULKLEY 


THE 
GENERAL PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
AND 
CHURCH BOOK SOCIETY. 
762 Broadway, New York. 
The REV. F. D. HARRIMAN, Agent, 
Has Just Published 
THE CHRIST BEARER. In peper, 10c., half mo- 
roceo, 15c; muslin, . : s ° 
EASTER GARLANDS AND OTHER STORIES OF 
THE ISLE OF WIGHT. Half morocco, 35c; 
muslin, - - - - - - & 
UNCLE JACK, THE FAULT KILLER, - , 
THE SISTERS CLARE, &c. In paper, 8c; half mo- 
rocco, 10c.; muslin, ” m4 . ® 
A NEW CLASS-BOOK FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
In paper, - - - : ° ® 
OFFICES OF DEVOTION FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
By the Rev. Wm. A. McVickar, A. M., 
THE MINE. By A. L. 0. E. Half morocco, 35 
cents, muglin, - ° . ° PS 
OLD FRIENDS WITH NEW FACES. By A. L. 
0. E. Half morocco, 30 cents, muslin, 
PRECEPTS IN PRACTICE. By A.L.0. EB. Half 
morocco, 45 cents, mu,lin, - - ps 
WHY I AM A CHURCHMAN. By Dr. Randall. 
In paper, 10 cts., half morocco, 2 cts., muslin, 
READINGS FOR EVERY DAY IN LENT. By 
Mise Sewell. Muslin, - - . ° 
FOOTPRINTS @N THE OLD CHURCH 
PATH. Paper, 10 cents, half morocco, 15 cts., 
musiin, - . or es ° 
THE LIFE OF BISHOP BOWEN. By Rev. J. N. 
Norton. Half morocco, 30 cents, muslin, - 8 
MOTES IN THE SUNBEAMS, or Parables from 
Nature. By Mrs. Gatty. Half morocco, 30 
cents, muslin, - - - - . 
THE CIRCLE OF BLESSINGS, or Paradies from 
Nature. Second series. By Mrs.Gatty. Half 
morocco, 30 cents, muslin, ° ° 4 80 
BELLE, or the Promised Blessing. By the author 
of “Timid Lucy.” Half morocco, 36 cents, 
muslin, - - - : ° - 50 
WARFARE AND WORK. By the auther of 
“Passing Clouds.” Half morocco, 45 cemta, 
muslin, - - - - : - 50 
BEN SYLVESTER’S WORD. By Miss ¥onge. 
Half morocco, 25 cents, muslin, - ° : 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY now consists 
of 400 vols.at = - - - - 378 00 
THE JUVENILE. LIBRARY consists of 40 vol. 
sold for - ° - - - - 400 





BIBLES. 
OXFORD, Quarto, Family Bibles in Red or Blue 
‘urkey morocco, plain, $22 00 
do, do, do., extra gilt, - - 22 00 
OXFORD, Quarto Bibles, Red or Blue Turkey 
moroces, plain, for churches, 
do., de., extra gilt, - - 
Folio, plain, Red or Blue, - 


mM 00 
- 32 00 
- % 0 





PRAYER BOOKS. 
Large Octavo, Turkey moroceo, Red or Blue, best 
for the desk, 5 00 
Altar Service, do., do., - - - 400 

Any books in the market will be furnished to order, 
and at the usual prices. 

*,* Special attention is given to the selection of Parish 
and Sunday-School Libraries, Full files of ALD the 
Church Newspapers from January 1, 1859, are now pre- 
served at this office. The Clergy visiting the city are im- 
vited te make use of the same, and also to enter their 
names and address in the CLERGY REGISTER, kept hr 
that purpose. Address all orders to 

REV. F. D. HARRIMAN, Agent, 
my 21-tf 762 Broadway, New York. 





A SPLENDID CHANCE #0& BOOK AGENS. 


A COMPLETE COMMENTARY FOR SEVENTY-FIVE 
CENTS; IN GILT, $1.00. 


THE COTTAGE TESTAMENT. 


BY REY. WILLIAM PATTON, D. D. 
Provivence, June 6th, 1859: 
rm. Clough & bee Sirs ae Ay Polygtott 
‘estament answers the purpose for w: it wes 
better than any work i knowof. Few SabbetheSehivel 
Teachers, after knowing its character, will be willing’to 


dispense with it. B. SEARS, 
President; Brown Universit; 
Provingncg, June 2d, 1869. 
8. Clough & Co.—Dear Sirs:—I have examined with 
much care and qemu meee your “ Cottage Tes- 
tament,” and I have no hesitation in saying that I con- 
sider it the beet single help to the thorough com n- 
sion of the New Testament within the reach of the Sab- 
Bath-School Teacher and the gene r. Ite notes 
are concise, clear, evangelical, and eminently judicious, 
amd Icommend the book most ae | and earnest], 
wo. C. RICHARDS, 


Pastor Brown Street Baptist Churoh, 


“Itis the best rade mecum, or pocket Testament that 
could be devised.”—Rev. Horace Bushnell, D. D., Haré- 


Jord, Ct. 
Sunday-Schools supplied at a liberal discount. Copies 


maailed free of ane on receipt of price. 
Address 8. tow H & CO., Providence, Publishers. 


DR. FAIRBAIRN’S 


HERMENEUTICAL MANU AL 

Hermeneutical Manual; or, Introduction to the Exe- 

getical Study of the New Testament. By Patrick Baiz- 

bairn, D. D., author of “Typology of Scripture,” &c., Se. 
12mo0. cLoTRy $1,50. 

Brom the Rev. J. Packard, D: D., Professor of Sacred 

Literature in the Protestant Episcopal Pheologioal Seaa- 


mary . 4 Virginia. 

It exhibits sound orthodoxy, extensive learning, ant a 
judicious selection of what is- veluable in the Genmen 
—" and is far in advance of most works of the same 
‘sind. 

From the Rev. D. T. Smith, D. D., Professor of Saaned 

Literature in Bangor Theological Semmary. (Congre- 

ational.) 

t contains a rich store of valuable information. and 
saggestions upon the great subject upon which it taeats. 
The work deserves and will largely repay attentive study. 
From the Rev. M. W. Jacobus, D. D., Professor of Ori- 

ental and Biblical Literature and Exegesis in the West- 

ern Theological Seminary, Allegheny, Pa., ( 

rian,) author of * Notes on the Gospel,” fo. 

I regard it as a valuable aid in Biblical study, diseuse- 

b and cle 





openirg difficult terms and passages, and. setting forth in 

the true light certain great principles. of interpuetation 

about which many are in the dark. 

From the Rev. A. C. Kendrick, D. D.. Professor of Greek 
in the University of Rochester, N. ¥., (Baptist, Bditor 
of the American edition of Oldh *s Co taries. 
I regard it as an excellent work, sound im iss princi- 

ples, evangelica! in its tone, and evincing all the neces- 

sary learning. It occupies a ground which no other work 

im our language adequately covers, and muss 

be extremely acceptable and useful to students of the 

New Testament. 

From the Rev. George B. Miller, Dk Ih, Professer of The- 
ology in Hartwick Theological Seminary, New York, 


yee 
tis just such a work as I have long desired to see, 
combining the results of modern investigations and origi- 
nal inquiries with a reverence for the inspired character 
of the Scriptures, which we sometimes nriss in German 
authors, even such as are in the main evangelical. 

For sale by booksellets generally, or il be sent by 
mail, prepaid, upon receipt of the price by the publishers. 

SMITH, ENGLISH & CC., 
No. 40 North Sixth street, Philadelphia. 


ESTERN SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.—THE 
attention of Pastors and Superintendents is in- 
vited to the extensive stock of Books for sale at the 
SABB.2ATH-SCHO@OGL. DEPOSITORY, 
91 RANDOLPH 8T., CHICAGU, 
Embracing the publications of— 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
MASS. SABBATH-SCHOOL SOCIETY, 
BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
REFORM TRACT AND BOOK SOCIETY, 
EVANGELICAL KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY, 
PRESBYTERIAN PUB. COMMITTEE. 
Carter & Bros., Thos. Nelsen & Son, Randolph, Hoyt, 4. 
Catalogues furnished free on application to 
WILLIAM TOMLINSON, 
91 Randolph street, Chicage, 


“TRE YOUTH’S SUNDAY-SCHOOL GAZETEE, 


A Monthly Paper, 
Priated on extra paper, and ill ited with 
elegant Wood Engravings from original designs. 
Prices at the Depositories. 














20 Copies, per year, toone address,- - - $1,00. 
50 Copies, per year, toome address,-  - + ¥ 
200 Copies, per year, to one address,- - - 8,00, 
Prices when sent by mail with the postage pre-paid, 
15 Copies, per year, to one address, - - $2,00. 
50 Geoten par year, to one address, - - - 4 
100 Copies, per year, to one address, - . - 11,0. 


Payment invariably in advance. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER, 

A Weekly Paper for Chiidren, 
Containing, besides the illustrations, and matter perapees 
expressly for it, a portion of the cuts an 
matter of the Gazette. 

The Banner may be had also Mon?HLy, Semi-MonTaty, 
or THREE TIMES A MonrH, at the option of the subscriber. 
Prices at the Depasitories. 

Monthly. Semi- Three Weekly. 
Monthly. ome 


month. 
10 Copies, per year, 65. $1,380. $1,95. $2,60. 
60 Copies, per year, $275. $5,50. $8,25. $11,00, 
100 Copies, per year, $5,00. $10.00. $15,00. 520,00. 
Prices when sent by mail with the postage pre-paid. 
Monthly. Semi- ‘Three Weekly, 
Monthly. times a 

month. 

$1,50. $3,00. $4,50. 

.  $8,50. $12,75. 
Copies, per year, $8.00. $16.00. $24,00, 


Payment invariably in advance. 


96,00. 
$17,00. 
$8200. 


























